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Abstract

We describea new species of pitvipePopeia buniana from Pulai Tioman, Pahan@tate West
Malaysia based on it having uniquespects of sdation, body propdions, and colopattern. Its
long, thin body isin contrastwith the shorte more robustbodies of ther arboreabitvipers,
suggesting it may be an active forager rather than an ambush. fdedelose relationshipotP.
barat andP. sabahi of Sumatra and Borneoespectivel, rather than with species of the adjacent
Malay Peninsula in accad with biogeographic patterng othe flora ard fauna endemic to the
islands of the Owt Arc of the Seribuat Archipelago
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Introduction

Pitvi pers of the genus Trimeresurus sensu latare naturnal, forestdwelling gecies that
inhabit a widevariety of ewironments raging from secondary lowland forests to primary
cloud forests (Malkmustal. 2002) It is the lagest group of Asian pitvipers dits 40 or

so species collectively range fnonorthern Imdia in the west eastwardthrough the
majority of East Asia & Taiwan ard the Ryukyu Archipelagg Japan; ad southward
through the PhilippinesThailard, West Malaysia, Brneo, andhe other majorislands of
the Sunda Shelf (8matra, Jaa, Sulawesiand some smaller islandstending eastto
Timor; Gumprechetal. 2004; Malkmuset al. 2002; Manthey & Grossmann 1997ggel
2006).
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