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Remarks on the Macrobiotuspolyopusgroup, with the description
of two new species (Eutardigrada, Mawbiotidae)
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Abstract

Same problems are discussedncerniig Macrobiotus polypusMarcus, 928 and its geogaphic
distribution, and two new gecies are described: M. insularis sp. n. from Andaman Islands
(attributed to M. polyopus by Maucci & Durane Pasa(1980)) and M. ocotenss sp. n from
southern Mexico The validity of M. mardalaae Pilat, 1974 is corfirmed The hypothess is
advanced that also ther&ilian specimengecorded by de &ros (1942) do not belong tM.
polyopus butto a dfferent, probably undescild, species.
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Introduction

According to Marcus (1928V. polyopushas the following characters: caldess,body
length up 300 um; ventral lamina offte buccal tube sbrt (not longer han twice tle stylet
sheals); bucco-phamgeal bulb with two macroplaas; microplacoid bsent; claws
short aad weak (he usedhé terms kurz” and “zart”), with a comnon tract shorter than the
secondary branch (Marcus wrote: “die gemeinsame Basis von Haupt- und Nebenast
weseantlich klrzer als derNebersst”); acessory points very thin (he used the adjetive
“feine”); diamete of eggs 6 um including processesegy processe large, conical and
angula, with pointed distal &tremities. Maras (198) wrote “mit kantigen, breiten,
distal spiz endigendan Aussctlilssen’; and he drew an gg with 18 processes arod the
circumference rad 39processesnithe hemisphere.

De Barros (1942) attruted toM. polyopws specimens and eggs falitogether in a
Brazilian moss sapte; according to this author the eggs, dedi “em brma de torre
hexagonal may be considered simitao thos of M. polyopts butthe gpecimens d not
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