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The first larval description in the genusDiaphoroceraHeyden
(Coleoptera: Meloidae: C&ocomini): D. chrysoprasig-airmaire
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Abstract

The first instar larvafoDiaphorocera ¢rysoprasisFairmaire, 1863a Western Saharaspecies, is
described andidured for theifst time Adults of D. chryprasiswere collected infunisia and

larvae were reareéx ovounder labaatory conditions. Both egg ad triungulin are describédand
illustrated by SE and light microscope. The triungulin shows a campodeiform morplyplog
typicd of nonpharetic Meloina. From the compaisonbetween thfirst instar lavae d Cerocoma,

the single other genusfdhe tribe Cerocomini whedarvae were known, aml Diaphaocerg some
distinctive characters are recognised. The phylogenetic placement of the tribe Cerocomini within
the familyis dscussed.
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Introduction

The family Meloidae (Coleoptera, Tenebriomidea) includesphytophagoudeetles that
feed o leaves ad/or flowers of several plant families. Theyeacharacterisgé by
cantharidin production and fipermetamgshic development, excdpin the primitive
subfamily Eleticinae Immatures feed ro the provisions ath larvae of Hymenoptera
(Apoidea), oron graskopper (Acridoidea) ags. First instar larvae, also é&wn as
"triungulins”, are campdeiform (except in the primitive subfamily Eleticinae: Pintet al,
1996; Bolgnaet al, 2001), very activeand specialisal in dispersiom and food searching
(Bologna, 1991). Inseveral generabelonging tovarious subfamilies, triungulis are
highly modified by phoresy ad show striking moiphological onvergence (Babgna &
Pinto, 2001).

Four subfamilies & recognised within the family: Eleticinae, Nb#lae,
Tetraonycinae and Nemognathinae (Pinto & Bologna, 1999; Bolodgriat&, 2002). The
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