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Redescription of two species of wobbegongs (Chondrichthyes:
Orectolobidae) with elevation & Orectolobus falei Whitley 1940
to species level
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Abstract

Two closely related species of the ge@usctobbus (Orectolobidae)D. ormatus (De Vis) andO.
hald Whitley, are redescribed based foeshmaterid from temperat eastern AustraligAlthough
desaibed as a dwsperies by Whitley (1940), O. haleiwas formerly synonymizedith O. ornatus
because of the lack eésearch material to assess their conspegifibitie to its smaller siz&).
ornatus was previoushthought to be thguvenile form of the large®. halei Orectobbus ornatis
occurs from PdrDouglas, (Queensland) to Sydn@yew SouthWales) whereaO. halei occus
from Southport(Queenslandaround the southernoast to Norwegian Bay\estern Australia).
Both specis are commerciallytargetedwithin the hook and line fisherpff New SouthWales.
Orectolobus ornatusliffersfrom O. haleiin color pattern, a smaller adudize, fewer dermal lobes
at the posterio preorbital group lower vetebral and spiral valve counts, and the absence of
supraorbital knob. MorphometricgllO. ornatis has a longer pelvic fin to anal fin interspace,
smaller pectolidins, smallethead dimensions, amdlativelysmaller clasgrs in mature specimens.
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Introduction

Wobbegong sharks (family Orectolobidagill 1896) are botbm-dwelling sharks éund in
warm temperatéo tropical contientalwaters ofthe western PacifiCompano 20Q).
They carbe distirguished from all other sharks (excepngel sharks, family Septinidae)
by their flattened ad variegatd bodies, ad from all other elasmobranchsy possessing
dermal Idbes along thesides of the head.Wobbegongslsohavea short, nearlyterminal
mouth in front of the eyespagral grooves, circumnarial grooves andpflasymphysial
grooves, lage spiracles andasolateral ges (Compgno 2001).
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