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Abstract

The gerus Kapateirawas describedybYoung(1977) who included one species from Colombia but
notal that the genus also occurs in Panaemezuela, Eucadoand Bolivia. In thigpaper wo new
species are decribgl. peruaa from Peu andK. coffeafrom Costa RicaThe latterspecies is
associated with déee and citrus, and information is provideditabiology. DAS-ELISA tess for

the bacteriumXylella fastidosa yielded numerous positive resulssiggestingha K. coffea is a
potential vector of diseases buas cdfee leaf scorch and citrus variegatichlorosis.
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Introduction

The genusKapateira was establishedybYoung (197), who included one speciesK.
rosipennis(Oshorn). Despite e possible role ofKapateira species as vectors of plant
diseasesthere hgbeen o further taxonomic work o this genus. Speg®f Cicadellinae,
the subfamif to which Kapateira belongs, are among the most important vectbrs
Xylella fastidiosa, a bacterium bhat invades the xylem of various crop plants. Exzes of
diseases caused by this bacteriin Costa Rica inclde cdfee leaf sorch on Coffea
arabica (Rubiaceae), which was detected in thentry in 2001 (Rodriguez egl., 2001);
and citrus variegatiochlorosis onCitrus (Rutaceae), hich was detected in 26@¢Aguilar
et al., 2@5). An inventory of potential disease vectoirsthese aops has sbwn that oneof
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