Zootaxa 1281: 1-19 (2006) ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

WWW.mapress.cormootaxal ZO OTAXA

Copyright © 2006 Magnolia Press ISSN1175-5334 (online edition)

A new species o€oelopleurus(Echinodermata: Echinoidea:
Arbaciidae) from New Caledonia

SIMON E. CORPARD* & HEINKE A. G. SCHULTZ?

"International Commissioron Zoobgical Nomerclature, Natural History Museum, Gomwell Rad, London,
SW7 5BD, UK. Tel. +44 (0) 207 942 5653.
?Dorfstrasse32, D-25485 Hemdirep, Germary.

Abstract

Coelgleurus exuisitussp. nov. Coppad & Schultz, 2006 occus atdepths of 20 m to 520 m df

of New Caledmia in the Soui Pacific. This new sgies is distictive in having large reked
interambulacral median regions thategurple wih an undulating lavenddine, in conjunction
with highly curved primey spines that are banded radd pale-geen on their dor$asurface for
three quarters of #distal lengthpointed secondgrspines and abaal ophicephalous pedicellariae
that haveconstricted valves.

Key words: Echinoid, Arbaciidae Coelopleurus exquisitusp. nov. Coppad & Schultz, 2006, New
Caledaia, taxonomy

Introduction

Coelopleuwrus L. Agassiz, 180 is a genusof regular seaurchin in te family Arbaciidae
Gray, 18%b. This family differs from other stirodat echinoid by its distictive compund
plates whit havea large central elemet bearing atubercle, flankd by uppe and lower
demiplates, ad by the presance of four or five equal triangular, valve-like periproctal
plates (Mortensen, 195). It hasrecently beerproposedthat thegenusCoelleurus is
composd of four subgeneréSmith, inpress):C. (Coelopleuru$ Agassiz, in Agassiz and
Desa, 1846 (Eocene ath Oligocene, Hrope, Norh Africa, North America, Indig)C.
(Keraiophorug Michelin, 1862 (Oligocene to Recent, Pakistailo-Pacific, Caribbean);
C. (Murravedinus) Tate, B94 (Miocene Australia.) ad C. (Phrissopleurus) Pomel, 1883
(Middle Eocene, France). AlRecent speciesof Coebpleurus would therefore be
attributed to the subgersiC. (Keraiophorus) which is distinguished by its compund
ambulacral plates which are composed of only three elements (four inC.
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