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A genus leverevision of the Thamnocephalidae
(Crustacea: Branchiopoda: Anostraca)

D. CHRISTOPHER ROGERS
EcoAralysts, hc. 166 Buckeye Sreet,Woodland, CA 95695 USA.

Abstract

The familyThamnocephalidae, especially the geBranchinella has become a mélange of genera
and species uh undear dfinities. A genus levetevison of the famy, usng modern taxonomic
standards, is presentéidvo distinct subfamilies are recognized, consistingixfyenera (including
one new genus)Thamnocephalusind Carinophallus gen. nov. in the Thamrocephainae, and;
Dendocephalg, Phallocryptus Gurney, andBranchinellain the Branchinellinae. Three genera
are each composedf dwo subgenea: Thamnocghalus (Thamnocghalus and Simplicephalul
Dendocephalus (Dendocephalus and Dendocephalinus subgen. nov.), and Branchinella
(Branchinellaand Branchinellitesstat. n@.). A key to the genera is presentezbupled witha
checklistof all described species in the fagibnd Branchingla hardingi is redescribed rbm
presumed paratype mad.
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Introduction

As previousy noted (Linder 1941Hamer 1994; Brtek 1996; Brendonck 1997; Brendonck
& Belk 1997; Rogers 2003), ¢élgenis Branchinella Sayce 1903 has long been a dumping
ground for thamnocephalid nastracas that did ot readily fit into the genera
Thamnocephalu®ackard 1879Dendocephals Daday 1908and Phallocryptus Birabén
1951 The resulting confusion has necessitata close reassessnmof the famiy.

In 1879 Packard estabhed the genushamrocephalus, and later in 83 he erected
the sibfamily Thamnocepalinae within tke Branchipodidae @ accommodaténis new
genus ad species.Simon (1886) elevated thisubfamily to family level Daday (190 a,

b) recognized similarities among the ngea Thamnocephaly Dendrocephalus
Branchinella, Branchindlites Dadg, 1910, an Eubranchinella Brauer1877, and placed
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