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First record of Simognathus(Acari: Halacaridae) from Mexico,
including the description of a new species
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04510 DF., Méco.

Abstract

Thisis thefirst record of the geraSimanathus ard of the subfamily Simognathinaefrom Mexico.
Smognathus cemerae sp. nov. is described from th Mexican tropical Pacific Ocean. The
principal diagnostic featureare dorsal setae 2 outside of ocular pldtesal setae 3 on anterodorsal
plate, and second segmeffitpedipalpwith a ventral bristleand without a vental apophysis. This
species resenids S. fuscud/iets, S. similis Bartschand S. hulingsiNewell.
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Introduction

Simognathinae is an entirely marine subfamily of halacarid mites, the species of which are
characterized by a heavily sclerotizieibsoma, and a short caical gnatlosoma. These
mites ae common in intertidal 1ed shallow waters and havea wide world distribution.
Simognathinae includes two generAcaromanthisandSimognathus

Simognathusurrently containsdrty-five species (Bartsgi1994; Otto, 20®; Proche®,
2002; Barstch2003, 2004; Chatterjee ¥oung-Chang2004; Pepato & Gongalveliago,
2004), with seve species hawg been reported fromhe easter Pacific Ocean:S.
disparilis Bartsch 1977 anl S. similisBartsd 1977 from he Galapgos IslandgBartsch
and Schndt 1978) S. aeolatus Newell 1984, S. hulingsiNewell 1984,S. magellanicus
Newell 1984,S. pectinatusNewell 1984, S. obtusus Newell 1971, andS. subobtusus
Newell 1984 fran Chile (Newell, 1984)Simogmthus fusaus Viets 186, S. minorBartsch
1979, ad S. euphractu®epato & Gacalvez 204 havebeen reportal from the American
Atlantic.

Knowledge of the halaarid fauna from the Mexican Pacific Ocean is very limited,
with four spedes being knawvn, all from Baja California: Copidognathus ilsbartsai
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