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Abstract

A new gens and species forichardiid flies are descibed from the Neotropal biotic region
(Johnrichardia Perez-Gelabe& Thompson, typspeciesyockeothi Perez-Gelabert & Thopson
(Dominican Republic)).
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Introduction

The family Richardiidae is a small group @kemitropical to tropic fli es restricted to the
New World. They are related tthe tue fruit flies (Tephritidae) What isknown of their
biology indicates bhat the maggots are plant feedeos saprophages in decayirmgant
maerial (Ferrar 1987). Onespecies (Melamloma viatrix Hendel) has been morted as a
pest ofpineapple (PefierandaOspina 1995Martinezet alia 2000). Another speciesK
piplatea honduranateysal) was reprted from diseaskcooonut palm (Steyskal 198).
The family consists 0f30 generaand 175 pecies(Thompson 204). The last keygo
World genera were publishedy iHendel (191a, b), althoughSteyskal (1958, 1987)
publishal keys b the genera fouthin America noth of Mexico. Catalogs hae been
publishal by Aczd (1950) and Steyskal (1968).Various autors (Grifiths 1972 Hennig
1958 McAlpine 1989, Korneye 1999 have published on #hphylogenetic relationships
of the family and all have placed it ampthe basal groupsfdhe Tephritoidea. In the most
recentand only parsimonyralysis (Korngev 199), howeve, the Richardiidae were an
unresolvel polytomy with regpect to the derived (=higher &orneyev) tephritoids and the
more gimitive ones (fowerof Korneyev).
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