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Contribution to the knowledge of the peimaginal stages of the
genusSmicrideaMcLachlan in South America (Trichoptera:
Hydropsychidae: Smicrideinae)
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Laboratorio de Entomologia;acultad de Ciencias Extas y Naturales, Universidad de Buerdses
C1428EHA,Buerps Ares,Argentina.

Abstract

Speces ofSmicridea occur in South and CentrAmerica,the major islangof the Antilles, ad in

the southwesterUnited States Of the 172 known species in ta genusthe preimaginastagesof

only 16 have ben desdbed In the present workhe lavae anl pupae of 5 speciedf Smicridea
are decribed from South America: S. (Smicridea) annulicornis (Blanchard),S. (Rhyacophylax
dithyra Flint, S.(S) frequengNavas),S.(R) pampeana Flint andS. (R.) spinulosa Flint. Smicridea
(R) dithyra Flint is recorded for thfirst time from South America.
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Introduction

Hydropsych caddisflies a& extremely importart in the ecolog of runnirng water systems
because of theiusually ubiquitous occurrengehigh abudance, and l@e biomass
(Wiggins 19%), ard they are importarparticipantdn enegy flow and nutrientlynamics
in the aquatic ernvonment (Fint et al. 1999). Kentification of immature stage®f
hydropsy/chids is important rot only for increasing taonomic knowledge of this group,
but also for aplications like water gality monitoring ard ecological studiesStudiesof
thes and other fhenomea of hydropsychil species are usuglinot possibleunless the
larvae ad pupae came identified.

The gecies of Snicridea are separated into 2 subgerera, S. (Smicride) and S.
(RhyacphylaX) (Flint 1974a) placed in the subfamily Smicrideinae of the
Hydropsychiae (Shefter 996). Their distributin extenls from he sathwesten United
States, thoughait Central and Sath America, and themajor islands of the Antilles
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