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A new flightless rechodine genus and speciesdm the South
African Cape region (Coleoptera: CarabidaeTrechitae)

GERNOT GEGIMT
Hinter der Kapelle 6, 55128 Mainz, German

Abstract

Scauotrechodes capensigen.rov., sp.nov. is described rbm the Cape provincdt is the first
endemic flightless representative of the tflivechodini from southern Africa
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Introduction

In its aurrentconceptim (Casale& Laneyrie, 082) the tribeTrechodini Jeannel 164 in
Africa conprises the gener&rectodes Blackburn 19@ andPachytedchodesJeanel 1960.
The wide-spredigerus Trechodescomprises numerous epigeic mapterais gecies that
are mostly pparian or otherwig associatd with open wate. The gerus Pachytechodesn
contrast is stricl endemic to te Ulughuru mountains inTanzania and amprises 3
humicolous species that are all apterousiaals show some redction of the eyes (Uéno
1981, Uénd 987) Remarkahy}, mesophiloudrechodini were noget discovered imry of
thewell studied gelogically young mountain ranges of east and central Africa (e.g. Mt. E
Igon, Mt. Kilimanjaro, Mt Kenya, Mt Meru, Ruwenzori) that proveperfect ecological
conditions for humicolows ground beetles Humicolous Trechdlini were not yet reprted
from the temperate regiomé southem Africa, eithe, from where numerous humicois
ground beetles from other groupseareportal. Therefoe it was veryunexpecteal to find a
single gecimen of a new treddine in material from th South African cgpe region
collected by the late D EndrodyYounga Transvaal Museum, Pretori&outh Africa
(TMSA)). The distinct characteristics of the specimen indicate that it does not belong to
any known gaus of he tribe Trechodini. Degite the very limited materialthe lage
number of particular morphologicaharacteristis justify in the author®pinion to erect a
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