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A new feather mite,Aetacarus elanoidesp. n. (Acari: Gabuci-
niidae), from the Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatis
(Linnaeus) (Falconiformes: Accipitridae; Perninae).
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Abstract

We describea new species of ¢éhfeathe mite genusAetacarusGaul & Atyeo 1975 from the
northem subspecies of the Swallow-tailed Kianoides forficatus forficatug.innaeu$ (Falcon-
iformes: Accipitridae) from the southeastdd.SA. Aetacarus elanoidesp. n. differs fomother
described species in the garhy the following combination of features: male with terminal mem-
branes as wide as or widet base tharlong and setél slightly spatulate &tip; femalewith spat-
ulate-mucronate se&e2 and thick spine-like setd®l. This represents the firdiescribed feather
mite from E. forficatus and the first Aetacarusspecis describel from a Newwbrld host.
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Introduction

Foecies of the feather raiggens Aeta@rus Gaud & Atyeo, 199 (Pterolichoidea: Gabuci-
niidae) inhaoit flight feathers ofavian hosts frm the order Falcoiformes (Gaud 198
Philips 2@0). Members of this gengan be distingished from hose of other dauciniid
genera ly the following character§Gaud & Atyeo 19%): presence ofwo seta®i, olen-
idion o present @ genu || setasi and sesimilar in thickness (i.e., si not hairlike), anterior
tarsi atlead twiceaslongas palps, adanal discs in the male multipurctate, genital papillae
in the femalefar anterior tosetada, and setaeg in the female closer to setae3athanda.
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