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Abstract

Laimaphelerthusaustralissp. nov. is describedfrom barkof the exotic pnes, Pinus pirasterfrom
Kuitpo, SouthAustralia, ad Pinus radiata from Dartmoa, Victoria. Thi is the second record of
Laimaphelerthus from Austalia, andthe first fran exotic Pinus spp. The new speciess
characterised byaving a tail with a single offset terminysbearing3—-4 pedunculate tubercles,
ending with4—6finger-lik e protrusions In addition the anteria region of the new speciesas seen
with SEM, lecksadistind labid disc.
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Introduction

The gews Laimaphelencius Fuds 193 currently consistsof eleven species desbed
from all continents (Hunt 199 Swat 1997, Penewa & Chipev 1999, Zhao et al 2005).
Since thg/ are most found associated with moss, algae and lichertrees particularly
conifers, ad also in tunels of wand boring insecs (Hunt 1993), it is importat to be able
to recognise mad distinguih them from the ommercialy important nemaide
Bursaphelenchus xylghilus (Steiner & Buhrer 1934) Nickle 19D.

In February 200, symptoms similato that of pnewod disease, aased by pine wilt
nemato@ B. xylghilus, were sem on pine trees ilWilliamstown, near the Mddourne
docklands. An extic nematodewas detectd from wood samples taken from a dying
Pinus halepensis The nematode isolatk from the tree was tentativel identified as
Bursaphelenchus hunanensisYin, Fang& Taran (David Smith, pers. con). In 2002,
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