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The freshwater ribbon-worm Prostoma graecense
(Hoplonemertea: Monostilifera) in South America (Argentina)
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Abstract

The morphological speciddostoma graeceng®ohmig, 1892) is repated for the first time from
Argentna and Sailn America. Some diagnostcharacters, suchsdhe ciliated epithdum of the
non-rhynchodaeal oesophagus and the backwaedsah d the cephalic glarglup to the brain
commisure, were confirmefbr the Argentire material; the rhynchodaeal longitudinal muscles
were present, but did not form athick layer as &pectal from sone previous descptions. Adding
South America to its distribution range supports the hypothesis fisamitrphotypeProstoma
graecene actuallyhasa cosmopolitan distritiion.
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Introduction

Only two speciesof Prostomahave begr recorded fron Souh America ard only one,
Prostoma eilhadi (Montgomery, 1894, was identified in Argentina and Brazil (Moretto
& Durquet 1978; Corréa 1986).

Prostoma graeceng@®6hmig, 18Q), avery widespred morphospecies, is deerdé¢o
be cosnopolitan (Grréa 186; Panak 1989; Weidenbach 1995). Howewnenhile it was
identified from North America, Europe, Asidfrica, Australia, and NevZealand (Gibson
& Moore 1976, 1978; Crandall et al. 2002; Gibson 2008)presence in South America
has not been factually establistet Corréa (851) has mentiged it as inhabitig South
America, hut her statement wasly based onhe opinion hat the nemerteans foudhin
Venezued by Cordeo (1943) were Prostoma graecenseglthough that athor had
de<ribed and identified his material as P. asasoriatum(Montgomey, 1896. At presat,
the latterspecie is not consideré a synmym of Prostoma gaecensgGibson& Moore
1976), and recent studieven sow that P. asensoriatm may notbe a member of the
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