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A new anchialine shrimp of the gens Procarisfrom Christmas
Island: the first occurrence of the Pocarididae in the Indian
Ocean (Crustacea: Decapoda: Caridea)

A.J. BRUCE &PJF. DAVIE
Queeansland MuseumPO Box 3300, South Brisbane, Qd Australia, 4101.

Abstract

A fifth speciesof the anchialne shrimp genu$rocaris is described from Christras
Island, notheastindian Ocean. Thisnarks the frst record ofthe Rocaididaefrom the
Indian Ocean. The closest known congeneric speciesl the only other known from the
Indo-Wed Pacific region, is P. hawaiianaHolthuis 1973, from Hawaii. The newpecies
can be separated dm other describ@ speciesby its angular fifth abdominal pleuron,
having the mealial eye lobe longer than the lateral, anl by having adistolateral tooth n the
scaphoceriteA cladistic analysis aggests the new speciessister tothe claa containing
the Paciifc, P. hawaiiana and the Atlanti®. chacei
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Introduction

The family Procaridida includes a groupof aberrat shrimps appargly restricted to
andialine cavesn both te Atlantic and Indo-Pacific Oceus, lut until the publicationof
the preset pape, no species ot Procaridilae hasbeen known from the hdian Ocean.
Two genera arerecagnised Procaris Chace & Manning, 1972, dnthe monotypic
\etericais Kensley & Williams, 1986. All are relativelypoorly known. Four gecies have
been placed in Procaris. P. ascenciaois Chace & Manning, 1972P. chaceiHart &
Manning, 1986andP. mexicama Sternbeg & Schotte 2004, from the Atlantic region; and
P. hawaiianaHolthuis, 1973 from the CentraPacific. The discovernof a new species in
the Indian Ocean is therefore of pantar interest. The present speciestiswn only from
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