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Distribution of larval Slomiidae of the Brazilian central coast,
southwest Atlantic Ocean (125-22S)
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Abstract

This stu¢ was designed to descrbe te ocarrence ad distritution of Stomiidae alomg the
Brazilian central coasfThree oceanographic crusseere madein the Braziliancentrd coast
during the spng/1998, winter/1999 and autumn/2008omiid larvae wee very rae in the
sampes, occurringn 13% of the sampled sians. A total of 102 somiid larvae were collected
representingll speciessome & which could only be iderfied to genusAristostomiassp.,
Astronesthessp., Bathophilussp., Eustomia sp., Melanostomiassp., Somias sp., Chauliodus
sloani, Flagellostomias lbured, Photonectes mirabaj Photostomias guerneindSomias afinis.
All species idenfied have already beeacorded from the Brazilian cdassadults, except foP.
guernei, first recorded in thistudy. Most taxa were digbuted both in the northern and southern
regions of the stidy area, incluling thebanks 6 the Vitéria-Trindade RidgeSomias sp.was the
most abundant taxaamongall groups andvas widely distibuted along the studyea. The species
C. sloai andF. boueeiwere only collectéin the south and norttegions, respectivey.
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Introduction

Classificaton of the stomioid graup within the Stomiiformes remainsinclear, and some
authors maintain thieaditional dvision of six families (e.g., Morrw, 1964; Kawagichi &
Moser, 1984; Eschmeye1990; Moser &\Vatson, 1996; Carpemte003; Richard2006),
called advanadstomiiforms, represerdeoy Chauliodontidae, Stomiidae, Astronesidae,
Melanostomiidae, Malacosteidae, and Idiattédae (Richards, 2006). Based on
anatomicalcharacters, Fink @4, 1385) groupeé these six familiesnto the family
Stomiidae,and this classificabh is followed by otherauthors (Gibbs & McKin ney, 1983;
Nelson, 1994; Froese & PguR005), including the present syud

Acceptedby M. de Canalho: 6 Apr. 2006; published 19 Jun. 2006 23



