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Newrecords of the River SharkGlyphis(Carcharhinidae) reported
from CapeYork Peninsula, northern Australia
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Abstract

The dstribution of the river shark Glyphisin northern Australia is extendedth new record®f
occurene in the Guf of Carpentaria aha reassessmewf historicd survey datdrom Cape York
Perinsula. Nine new pecimensof Glyphissp. A were collected in 20(%om the Weiparegion on
the Queensland coasf the Gulf of Capentaia. A re-examination b archival recordsrém
1978-86 marine and estu®e fish surveys in the Gulf of @Qaentaia and along the northern
Queensland East Coast allowed a further nime@&gphis specimens to be identified. Combined
this givestwenty-eight nev recods of Glyphisspecimengrom the coastsof CapeYork Peninsula,
QueenslandComman habitat characteristics for ahptures were turbid, shallpfast running tidal
wate in the uppereaches of coastal rivers. The substrate was generatidy aul the riversined
with mangrove. In all surveys the repentation bGlyphiswas law, beinglessthan 1% of the tial
shak captireshistorically and0.002 sharks ® m net lour® in Weipa 2005. The size range captured
was1000-1800 mm total lengh historicallyand 705 —-1200 mm total lergth from Weipa2005, with
nonerecorded as sexually mature. Diagnostic characteristiteedfeipa specimens, identified as
Glyphissp A, were: laver jaw teeth protruding and “spdie”; second dorsal fin greatéhan
half the height of thdirst dorsal fin; the sndurelaively short and fleshy in théateral viev;
pectoral fin ventral surfacblack in colouration; the precaudal vertebral ddoetweenl118 and
123;and the total vieebral count between 204 and 209.
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Introduction

The genusGlyphis is known from six gecies in the Ido-West Pacific rgion (Compagno
et d. 2005) am is commonly referr@to as the freshwater or rivehagk. The Australian
GlyphisspeciesGlyphissp. A and sp. C, are known fraafiew specimensTaniuch et 4.
1991; Compagno & Niem 1998; Last 2002; Thorbatral 2003; Thorburn & Morgan
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