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Dinotoperla walkerisp. nov. (Plecoptera: Gripopterygidae),
a brachypterous stonefly fom westernVictoria, Australia

JOHN DEAN' & ROS ST CLAIR

Environmant Protection Arthority, Freshwater Sciences Unit,Ernest Jmes Drive, Macleod, Victoria 3085,
Australia

Abstract

A new brachypteusspecieof stonefly Dinotoperla walkerisp nov.) is deseibed from Hopkins
Fallsin westerrVictoria. The species is tge compared to other species of the genus, and the robust
nymph is adapted to live on or under boulder&st curents. Such conditions appear not to occur
elsewhee in the regionof the type locall, and it is spedated tha brachyptery may bean
adaptatia which ensurethat adults do not disperse awfagm the nymphahabitat.
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Introduction

Taxonomy of the stoneflgenusDinotoperh Tillyard in south-easterAustralia has been
extensively sidied (McLellan 1971; Hynes 1974, 1982; Theischinger 182; Yule 198;
Theisdinger & Cardale 287; Suter & Bishop 890). In their gide to the adult®f the
Australian stoneflies, Theisalger& Cardale (987) povided illustrations of the genitalia
of describel speciesand also figured umescrib@ specis which wereheld in various
collections. Thg recoquised eight speciesf the genus from the state Wfctoria, all of
which were formaly described.

The Ewironment Protection Authority of Victoria in 19983 commence extensive
macwoinvertebrate suveysof the rivers ad streams oV¥ictoria. During the ourse of this
work, nymphs of a species @finotoperk which could not be identified were collected
from a sirgle site n westernVictoria. In sprirg 2004 the site was visited witthe gecific
aim of wllecting or rearig of adults. The material collecteddsscribe below.
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