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Blattaria of Colombia: List and distribution of genera
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ABSTRACT

Few scientists have dedicated themselves to the study of Colendbickroach diversit As a
result there are lage gaps nh the taxonomic knowledgof Colombian cockroach fauna thaake
specieddentification dffficult ard littl e informaion is available ornheir geograpit dstribuion.
Therefore, a taxonomic study the suborder Blattaria was undertakieyn examining the liteture
and studying speciers available in the countig main entomological collections. A list of genera
with their respective distoution in the various biogeographic liegs was obtained.Two thousand,
one hundred and forty>saduk specimensglistributed in 4 families, 15 subfamiliesnd 47genera
were examined and identified. The médeexamined comes from localities belomgto31 of the
Colombian territoris 32departmers Distribution data were obtaed fa 50 generan seven bio-
geagraphic provinces, mainy in the North Amlean and Gocé-Magdalea provinces Seven genera
are presentd as nav records for ColombiaBuhoblatta, Cahita, Cariblatta, Euthlastoblata, Lito-
peltis, Macrophyllodomiaand Nahublattella. The total number of cockroach genera in Colombia is
raised to 61.
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INTRODUCTION

Approximately 4@0 eciesof cockroaches have been described in the warfldyhich

only 35 areconsiderd pests (Gallego%9). The graup is primarily trgical and includes
sonme of our mostfamiliar ard well known insects;howeve, surprisingly little isknown
about the gropas a whole. In natural ecosystems, due to thethitivoroushabits, hey
recycle @ganic vegetable materiahd become a primary food source for many vertebrates
and invertebrate(Cornwell1968).
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