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Abstract

Eleven new Trichoptera species of the superfamily Sericostomatoidea are described from
Madagascar. Three species within Helicopsychidae are described as Helicopsyche (Petrotrichia)
ambodiva, new species, Helicopsyche (Petrotrichia) sahadika, new species, and Helicopsyche
(Petrotrichia) ninakosha, new species; six species within the Petrothrincidae are described as
Petrothrincus tsaratananensis, new species, Petrothrincus newidop, new species, Petrothrincus
dhritaparam, new species, Petrothrincus pauliani, new species, Petrothrincus andohel, new
species, and Petrothrincus andring, new species; and two new species within the Sericostomatidae
are described as Cheimacheramus rossi, new species, and Rhoizema mahalevonum, new species.
The genus Gyrocarisa Weaver 1997 is synonymized with Petrothrincus Barnard 1934, resulting in
the new combinations Petrothrincus steineri (Weaver 1997), new combination, Petrothrincus
concava (Weaver 1997), new combination, Petrothrincus acuta (Weaver 1997), new combination,
Petrothrincus scottae (Malm & Johanson 2005), new combination, and Petrothrincus weaveri
(Malm & Johanson 2005), new combination. A key is presented to males of all Sericostomatoidea
species from Madagascar. Distribution maps are given for all new and previously described
Madagascar species within the superfamily.
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Introduction

The superfamily Sericostomatoidea includes a high proportion of very interesting families
and genera that exhibit typically Gondwanan affinities. It is therefore not surprising to find
a number of the older branches of this superfamily on Madagascar and also in South
Africa, both of which were part of the ancient break-up fragment of Gondwana, together
with India, the Seychelles and northern South America, about 140 million years ago.
About 120 million years ago, Madagascar, together with the Seychelles and India,
separated from mainland Africa and northern South America. Thus the fauna of these
areas have experienced a long period of isolation and provide interesting insight into the
phylogenetic relationships between these older trichopteran taxa, and the biogeography of


