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Abstract

Kingsnakes othe Lampopeltis getulacomplex rang throughoutmuch of NorthAmerica. Using
morphology and color patte, Blang/ made the last revisionf ahis species compieneary 30
years ago and recognizeskvensubspecies. Furtherme Blaneyhypothesizedhat populations in
the eastern Unite®ates consis of two closely related taxa,. g. getula& L. g. floridana, whichare
morphologically divegent from all other subspecies. At the same time, Means hypothesized that an
undescribed taxon existed in the Eastern Apalachicola Lowlands in the Florida panhartelt.
these hypotheses aswell as help better undestard phylogenetic relationships, we examine
morphological characte and color patternfd.. getulathroughout its range, paticularly those
populatons in the eastern Unitedtates, and makcomparsons to mbecular dataWe find that
populatons in the eastern Unitediates represent a well-supported monophyletic grouthotigh
some infraspecific cladgge., subspecigswithin theL. getulaconplex may be weaklypported
by homoplasious chacters at leag one synapomorphy supports the monophyly of egrclup,
including the two currently recognized subspecies inettetern UnitedStates and the unnamed
entity in the EasternApalachicoh Lowlands described herein ds. g. means Jusification for
naming thisnatural clade at the infraspecific level (rattban species levelis provided.
Furthermore, this panhandle clade is diagndsgdnae synapomorphgthan any other avently
recognized taxon df. getulg and overlapsin distribution with numeous oher exdemicplants and
animals All molecular analyssproduced very similar tree topologias our morphological dataset
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Introduction

Kingsn&kes of he Lampopeltis getulacomplex (Lhnaeus) range thoughaut mucd of
temperag and subtrgical North America, flom Orega to the Mexican Platea in the west
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