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Abstract

Macrobiotusrigidus sp. nov. is a new species of eutardigrade frakew Zealandrery similarto M.
coronatus deBarros, 1942. It is characteed by laving a smooth cuticldacking eye spots, having
three mamplacoidsanda microplacoid, and eggs with conigalocesse$with reticula sculpture
andan evidenhring of basal digitationsand egg shell with dots that se¢mcontinuethe basal
digitations.
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Introduction

Macrobiotus coonatws de Barros, 1942 (described asubspeciesof M. harmsworthi
Murray, 1907) is recorded from many geogtapal areas $outh America, Norh America,
Europe, China, Andaman Islands, New Zealand, Antarctica (Ramazzotti & Maucci, 1983;
Mcinnes, 1994). Pilatet al (2000) studid material from Sath America and Europe
having egg processes with a ring of basal dots (dersil astie main characteristic ofl.
harmsworthi coronatug, and proposed to raise the subspe@dhd rank of specieshay

aso wrde: “Macrobiotus coonatusis surely present in Souh America; its presence in
othergeograhical areas,n our opinion needotbe confirmed”.

Horning et d. (1978) attributed to M. harmsworthi oronatus specimens rad eygs
collectad in many bcalities of New Zealad, butprobaby they do notall belong b the
same species. Horninget al 1978, page 25, wrote: “Eggsdiffer betweendcalities in the
number ad spacing of tte processedut we do ot have suficient information to assess
the significance of the observed dferences”. These authors also specified that a
populaton of Cape Pelliseis notably different from tke others regarding certain
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