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Abstract

Allobethylus biconcavus sp. nov. from Australia is described and illustrated. This species is easily
recognized by having the lateral margins of propodeal disc strongly emarginate medially. Addition-
ally notes on A. virginianus Evans, 1964 are provided. A key to the seven world species of Allobe-
thylus also is provided.
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Introduction

Allobethylus Kieffer, 1905 differs from the other genera of Sclerodermini (Epyrinae) by
having the head elongate and rectangular, the mandibles elongate, the forewings fully
developed with three closed cells, and radial vein of the forewings tubular and well pig-
mented.

Kieffer (1905) created the genus, but did not place any species into the genus at this
time. Later, Kieffer (1908) described A. multicolor, which is now considered the type-spe-
cies of Allobethylus. Terayama (1995) provided the phylogenetic relationships of the tribe
Sclerodermini and placed Allobethylus into this tribe. He also synonymized Nesepyris
Bridwell, 1920 with Allobethylus and transferred the four species from the former to the
later genus.  Lastly, Terayama (1999) described Allobethylus tomoae based on a series of
females from Japan. 

I describe a new species from Australia here, which raises the number of species in
this genus to seven. 


