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A newremarkable Xestomyzinae (Insecta, Diptera, Thevidae)
genus from Mexican Amber
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Abstract

Peratrimera mexicana. gen.,n. sp.is described fron Mexican Amber. Thefossl is placed in the
Therevidae subfamily Xestormyae and itsclose relationship to the recegénusHenicomyia
Coquilett is discussed. This thefirst fossl of a Xestomyzinae fronthe NewWorld and the first
Therevidaerfom Mexican Ambe
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Introduction

The Thergidae represents a family of lower bingceran Diptera. Theflies occur most
aburdantly in dry and sandyhabitats and are tmd on all cotinents except Atarctica.
The elomate larvae are subteneen predatorshat live within loose soil and leaf litte
The diunal adultsof most species itnibe wate, and afew eciesareknown to feed on
nectar anchoney dew. Over 1@0 extant speciesf this family are currently desdred
with an additional 100 or nore knownbut not yet describel. The family isdivided into
four sibfamilies. The Xestomymae (ynebag 1972), consists of ten desbed genera,
nine of which are restricted tohe southern partof Africa (Botswana, Madgasca,
Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania Zambia, and Zimbabwe) and only one geniteni-
conyia Coqullett is found in theNew World. The @nus Henicomyia was revisd by
Lyneborg (1972), who descbed five new species, increagj the total number ofalid
species taix. Only one pecies has beedescribed since this vision (Irwin & Webb
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