Zootaxa 853: 146 (2005) ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

WWW.mapress.cormootaxa ZO OTAXA

Copyright © 2005 Magnolia Press ISSN1175-53340nline edition)
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Abstract

In this paper we clarify the status of some poorly known blackfly species from the Neotropical
Region. Information is provided about their depositories, their condition, and already-established
synonyms. Fifteen new synonyms are established, two species are assigned to a different subgenus,
and five lectotypes are designated based on an examination of type material. The following new
synonyms are propose8imulium tarsatunMacquart (=S. mexicanurBellardi, S. seriatunkKnab,

S. aureopunctaturivlalloch, S. placidunKnab, S. lugubrelLutz & Nufiez TovarS. turgidumHoff-

mann, Trichodagmia laticalxEnderlein,T. latidigitus Enderlein,S. bellardiiPy-Daniel & Moreira
Sampaio);S. nigrimanummMacquart (=T. spadicidorsuntnderlein); and. townsendMalloch (=

S. chalcocoma&nab, T. ecuadoriensi&€nderlein T. latitarsisEnderlein,T. strigataEnderlein,S.
muiscorumBueno, Moncada & Mufioz de Hoyos). Five lectotypes are designated for the following
species nameq. laticalx T. latidigitus T. spadicidorsumT. ecuadoriensigindT. latitarsis. Two
speciesS. tarsaleWilliston & S. tarsatunMacquart, previously unplaced in the ge®isiulium

s.l. are now assigned to the subgeHesnicnethaEnderlein.
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Introduction

The family Simuliidae is represented by about 380 morphospecies in the Neotropical
Region (Crosskey & Howard, 2004). Taxonomic knowledge on Neotropical blackflies has
advanced significantly over the past 30 years as a result of the discovery of onchocerciasis
foci in South America (Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela) (Shetlesl,

1988a,b) with the need to identify vector species and understand the réle of the different
vectors in the transmission of the disease. Several new species have been described, often
based on the belief that many new species would be present in previously unprospected
isolated areas where the disease occurs and sometimes with no consultation or knowledge
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