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Abstract

We report on the distribution of 15 chiggers, 31 lice of mammals, and 7 blood feeding hemipteran
species in South Carolina.  Some of these arthropods are vectors of pathogens to humans and
domestic animals.  Both Triatoma lecticularia and T. sanguisuga were reported from houses and
these bugs are potential vectors of Trypanosoma cruzi.  We also report on the continued presence of
the bed bug, Cimex lectularius, in homes across the state.  In addition we found the lice Haematopi-
nus suis, Neohaematopinus sciuropteri, Pediculis humanus, Polyplax spinulosa, and Trichodectes
canis, all of which are vectors or intermediate hosts of human or animal pathogens.
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Introduction

Hematophagous arthropods and arthropod-borne pathogens have attracted increased atten-
tion in South Carolina.  Recent local and statewide studies have focused on the distribu-
tion, bionomics, or vectoral capacity of fleas (Durden et al. 1999), ticks (Williams et al.
1999; Fang et al. 2002; Reeves et al. 2002), mosquitoes (Evans & Wills 2002), bed bugs
(Reeves 2001a), arboviruses (Wozniak et al. 2001; Ortiz et al. 2003), Trypanosoma cruzi
Chagas (Yabsley & Noblet 2002), and the history of arthropod-borne diseases in South
Carolina (Adler & Wills 2003).  Some ectoparasitic arthropods such as chiggers, lice, and
blood feeding bugs have largely been ignored or overlooked.  These arthropods can be
important pests of humans and wildlife and some are vectors of pathogens.  We report the


