Zootaxa 351: 1–10 (2003)
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

Copyright © 2003 Magnolia Press

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)

ZOOTAXA

A new species of Gegeneophis Peters (Amphibia: Gymnophiona:
Caeciliidae) from southern Maharashtra, India, with a key to the
species of the genus
VARAD GIRI 1, MARK WILKINSON 2 & DAVID J. GOWER 2
1. Bombay Natural History Society, Hornbill House, Dr Sálim Ali Chowk, S. B. S. Road, Mumbai 400 023,
India
2. Department of Zoology, The Natural History Museum, London SW7 5BD, UK
Address correspondence to: Dr Mark Wilkinson, Department of Zoology, The Natural History Museum, London SW7 5BD, UK; E-mail: marw@nhm.ac.uk

Abstract
A new species of Indian caeciliid caecilian, Gegeneophis danieli (Amphibia: Gymnophiona), is
described from a single specimen from the Western Ghats of southern Maharashtra. This distinctive
species differs from all other Indian caeciliids in having more numerous secondary annuli that are
not restricted to the posterior half of the body. A new key to the species of Gegeneophis is presented, and the diversity of the genus is briefly discussed.
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Introduction
In their recent monograph on the caecilians of India, Pillai & Ravichandran (1999) recognised four species in the endemic Indian caeciliid genus Gegeneophis Peters, including
one (G. krishni) that they described as new. A further new species of Gegeneophis (G.
seshachari) from Ratnagiri District in central western Maharashtra was recently described
by Ravichandran et al. (2003), who also provided a revised diagnosis of the genus. A caecilian collected in 2002 from southern Maharashtra fits the generic diagnosis provided by
Ravichandran et al. but differs significantly from all previously described species of Gegeneophis. Here we describe this new form, provide a key to the known species of Gegeneophis, and briefly discuss aspects of the diversity of the genus.
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