
294

Accepted: 20 August 2003; published: 12 September 2003 1

ZOOTAXA
ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2003 Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 294: 1–16 (2003)
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

Systematics ofSchinia cupes(Grote) complex: Revised status of
Schinia crotchii (Hy. Edwards) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae:
Heliothinae)

MICHAEL G. POGUE1 & CHARLES E. HARP2

1 Systematic Entomology Laboratory, PSI, Agricultural Research Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, c/o
Smithsonian Institution, P.O. Box 37012, NMNH, MRC-168, Washington, DC 20013-7012, USA
mpogue@sel.barc.usda.gov

2 8834 West Quarto Ave., Littleton, CO, 80128, USA cehmoth@aol.com

Abstract

The revised status ofSchinia crotchiiis based on differences in male and female genitalic structures
and distribution of larval host plant.Schinia navarraDyar remains a synonym ofS. cupes(Grote).
Genitalia of both sexes ofS. crotchii, S. cupes,and S. deserticolaBarnes and McDunnough are
described and illustrated for the first time. Distributions of larval hosts of bothS. crotchiiandS.
deserticolaare mapped and compared with adult moth distributions.
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Introduction

We are currently preparing a fascicle on the Noctuidae subfamily Heliothinae for the
“Moths of America North of Mexico” series. Several projects must be resolved before this
fascicle can be completed. One of these is a phylogeny ofSchinia,the most diverse genus
in the subfamily, currently with 112 species (Hardwick 1996). We have discovered taxo-
nomic problems within several species complexes that must be resolved before a phylog-
eny can be constructed. The most efficient way to treat such a large genus is to define and
revise species groups withinSchiniabased on morphological characters within the context
of a phylogeny. This paper addresses one of these species complexes.

During routine dissections ofSchinia cupes(Grote), as defined by Hardwick (1996), it
was discovered that the large hair pencil on the second sternite of the male was either


