Zootaxa 288: 16 (2003) ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

WWW.mapress.coraootaxd ZOOTAXA 288

Copyright © 2003 Magnolia Press ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)

Synonymizing Microtomus sticheliCosta Lima, 1935 underM. tibi-
alis Stichel, 1926 and redescription of the species (Heteroptera:
Reduviidae)
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Abstract

At present, only hemelytra and connexival color patterns are diagnostic characters for differentiat-
ing Microtomus tibialisStichel andMicrotomus stichelCosta Lima. After analysis of several spec-
imens from Brazil (Minas Gerais, Goias, Bahia) and Bolivia (Santa Cruz), we conclud&that
sticheliis a synonym oM. tibialis. The diagnostic characters are variable and of low discrimina-
tory value.Microtomus tibialisis redescribed, including male and female genitalia.
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Introduction

Members of the reduviid subfamily Hammacerinae live under the loose bark of decaying
trees, and are attracted by light (Miller 1956). Undiano (1963, 1968) cited them as preda-
tors of "kissing bugs" (Triatominae) and as natural carrierSrgpanosoma cruZChagas

1909. According to Maldonado Capriles (1990), the geMiyotomusconsists of 13 spe-

cies. Microtomus luniferBerg, M. purcis Drury, M. luctuosusStal, M. cinctipesStal M.
conspicillarisDrury, M.gayiSpinola, andV. pessoalent & Suarez were treated in previ-

ous contributions (Coscarén & Giacchi 1985, 1987; Giacchi & Coscarén 1986, 1989),
where adults, immature stages, and eggs were redescribed. Champion (1989) and Stichel
(1926) considered that some of the described species in the subfamily could be chromatic
variations, not true taxonomic identities. The characters which vary are: color pattern of
legs (Stichel 1926, Costa Lima 1935, Giacchi & Coscardn 1986), hemelytra (Stichel 1926,
Costa Lima 1935, Coscarén & Giacchi 1985, 1987), and connexivum (Stal 1862, Stichel
1926, Coscarén & Giacchi 1985, 198licrotomus tibialiswas described by Stichel
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