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Abstract

The Nearctic and Neotropical genusStethusaCasey, 1910 is redescribed. Descriptions and a key to
the three valid Nearctic species ofStethusa(S. dichroa(Gravenhorst, 1802),S. klimschi(Bernhauer,
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ZOOTAXA 1909), andS. spuriella(Casey, 1910)) are provided.Atheta affluensCasey, 1910,At. irvingi Casey,

1910,At. galvestonicaCasey, 1910,At. canonicaCasey, 1910,At. sagaxCasey, 1910,At. sororella
Casey, 1910,At. clarescansCasey, 1911a,At. vidensCasey, 1911a,At. cynicaCasey, 1911a,At.
cernensCasey, 1911a,At. officiosaCasey, 1911a,At. tutaCasey, 1911a,Dimetrota novellaCasey,
1910 andD. sentiensCasey, 1910 are placed in synonymy withStethusa dichroa. Atheta unigra-
nosaBernhauer, 1909 (nec1908),At. subdebilisCasey, 1910,At. duplicataFenyes, 1920 andAt.
macropsNotman, 1920 are synonymized withS. spuriella(Casey, 1910). NeotropicalAt. lurida
(Erichson, 1839) andAt. luederwaldtiBernhauer, 1908 are transferred toStethusa. Atheta texana
Casey, 1910,At. crenuliventrisBernhauer, 1907 andAt. iheringi Bernhauer, 1908 do not belong to
Stethusa. Atheta mendosaCasey, 1910 is placed in synonymy withAt. texanaCasey, 1910.Dime-
trota bradorensisLohse, 1990 is synonymized withAt. crenuliventrisBernhauer, 1907. Lectotypes
are designated forAleochara dichroaGravenhorst, 1802,Atheta crenuliventrisBernhauer, 1907,
At. luederwaldtiBernhauer, 1908,At. iheringi Bernhauer, 1908,At. unigranosaBernhauer, 1909,
At. affluensCasey, 1910,At. irvingi Casey, 1910,At. galvestonicaCasey, 1910,At. canonicaCasey,
1910,At. sagaxCasey, 1910,At. sororellaCasey, 1910,At. spuriellaCasey, 1910,At. subdebilis
Casey, 1910,At. texanaCasey, 1910,At. clarescansCasey, 1911a,At. cynicaCasey, 1911a,At.
cernensCasey, 1911a,At. officiosaCasey, 1911a,Dimetrota novellaCasey, 1910 andD. sentiens
Casey, 1910.
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ture, synonymy, identification key

Introduction

Casey (1910) described the subgenusStethusaof the genusAthetaThomson, 1858 and
included eleven species. Casey noted that compared to "the trueAtheta", the mesocoxae
in Stethusaare more widely separated.

Fenyes (1918) fixedAtheta irvingi Casey, 1910 as the type species ofStethusa.
Fenyes (1920) includedAt. irvingi in the subgenusHypathetaFenyes, 1918 and placed the
nameStethusain synonymy withHypathetadespite the fact that the nameStethusahas
priority.

Later, Seevers (1978) raisedStethusato generic rank and illustrated the oval pale areas
near the base of the terminal antennal segment, which he interpreted as a diagnostic
character of the genus. Despite the fact thatS. klimschi(Bernhauer, 1909) lacks this
feature, Seevers retained it inStethusa.

In this paper I redescribeStethusaand three valid Nearctic species of that genus. I
synonymize 14 species described by Casey (1910, 1911a) withS. dichroa(Gravenhorst,
1802).

I follow the terminology accepted in the taxonomy of Aleocharinae (Sawada 1970,
1972; Newtonet al. 2000). Additional terms used to refer to some setae and pores of the
epipharynx are introduced below. A discussion of the terms applied to the parts of the
internal sac of the aedeagus can be found in Gusarov (2002a). To avoid the controversy on


