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Abstract

The genusTenuipalponychusChannabasavanna & Lakkundi (Acari: Tetranychidae) is recorded for
the first time from Malaysia.Tenuipalponychus rosaeYusof & Zhangsp. nov. is described from
females collected onRosa chinensisfrom Cameron Highlands, Pahang, Malaysia. A key to world
species ofTenuipalponychusis provided.
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Introduction

Spider mites (Acari: Tetranychidae) are among the most important pests of economic
plants worldwide. Over 1190 species have been described around the world (Bolland et al.
1998). The tetranychid fauna of Malaysia, however, is poorly studied. Ehara and Tho
(1988) report 17 species belonging to seven common genera:EutetranychusBanks,
AponychusRimando,StylophoronychusPrasad,PanonychusYokoyama,Schizotetrany-
chusTrägårdh,OligonychusBerlese andTetranychusDufour. This paper adds a rarely col-
lected genusTenuipalponychusChannabasavanna & Lakkundi to the tetranychid fauna of
Malaysia.

The genusTenuipalponychuswas erected by Channabasavanna & Lakkundi (1977) for
T. citri Channabasavanna & Lakkundi, 1977 described fromCitrus sinensisin India. The
genus was monotypic until Aguilar et al. (1991) described the second species,T. tabe-
buiae, from Tabebuia ochracea(Bignoniaceae) in Brazil and Costa Rica. In this paper, we
describe the third species fromRosa chinensisin Malaysia.


