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Abstract

Three water mite species of the genusProtzia Piersig are reported from Serbia and Montenegro,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Bulgaria.Protzia durmitorisis described as new species. The first
record from the Eastern Mediterranean region is given forProtzia halberti(Walter, 1920).
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Introduction

This paper deals with some new and rare water mites (Acari: Hydrachnidia) from the Bal-
kan peninsula. Water mites of the genusProtzia have been found in all biogeographic
regions except for Australia and Antarctica (Cook, 1974). The aim of this paper is to con-
tribute elements for a more comprehensive revision of the genusProtzia(Gerecke, 1996a,
1996b, 1999) in the western Palearctic region.

During a survey of the freshwater fauna of the Balkan peninsula (Serbia and Montene-
gro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Bulgaria), three species of the genusProtzia Piersig
were collected, including a new species from Montenegro.

Material and methods

Water mites were collected from surface waters by hand netting, and sorted on the spot.
Specimens were preserved in Koenike's fluid and dissected as described elsewhere (e.g.
Gerecke, 1991). Slide-mounted specimens and material preserved in fluid is lodged in the


