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On the taxonomy ofTurbonilla puncta (C. B. Adams, 1850) (Gas-
tropoda, Pyramidellidae), with the description of a new species
from Brazil and remarks on other western atlantic species
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Abstract

A neotype is designated f@hemnitzia punct&. B. Adams, 1850, now placed in the gefius
bonilla and considered to be a senior synonyriwbonilla peileiDall & Bartsch, 1911 Turbon-
illa haycockiDall & Bartsch, 1911 andurbonilla alfredi Abbott, 1958.Turbonilla obsoletaDall,
1892, described as a varietyTofpunctg exhibits great deal of intraspecific variation in shell mor-
phology and is considered as valid at the specific I§uebonilla deboeridong & Coomans, 1988,
Turbonilla westermanniong & Coomans, 1988 afdrbonilla puniceaDall, 1884 share a spiral
sculpture pattern very similar I puncta differing in the outline of the whorls, details of the ribs
and/or width of the protoconchiurbonilla punctaT. deboerj T. obsoletaand T. westermannare
reported for the first time from the Brazilian coaBirbonilla tupinamban. sp. is described from
the southeast coast of Brazil and is distinguished from the conchologically rElatatttaandT.
deboerj by the shape of the ribs, outline of the whorls and growth pattern of the shell.
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Introduction

The study of Pyramidellidae, especially the gefwrbonillaRisso, 1826, is difficult. This
is a result of our poor knowledge of the anatomy ofTimdonilla species (Wise 1996;
Schander et al. 1999), their small size and the great intraspecific variation that occurs in
the species of the genus. Moreover, there are additional problems with the confusing
supraspecific systematics of the family and the large number of nominal taxa (Odé 1996).
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