
Phytotaxa  217 (1):  087–091
www.mapress.com/phytotaxa/ 
Copyright © 2015 Magnolia Press Article PHYTOTAXA

ISSN 1179-3155 (print edition)

ISSN 1179-3163 (online edition)

Accepted by Tim Utteridge: 19 Jan. 2015; published: 22 Jun. 2015

http://dx.doi.org/10.11646/phytotaxa.217.1.8

87

A new species of Ternstroemia (Pentaphylacaceae) from La Amistad Binational 
Park and World Heritage Property, Costa Rica and Panama

D. SaNtaMaría aguIlar1, Q. JIMéNez-MaDrIgal3  & a. K. MoNro2, 4, *

1 Current address: Herbaria, Harvard University, 22 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138-2020 U.S.A
2Department of Life Sciences, The Natural History Museum, London, SW7 5BD, UK
3 Unidad de Gestión Ambiental, Empresa de Servicios Públicos de Heredia, Heredia, Costa Rica
4 Department of Identification & Naming, The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, TW9 3AB, UK
* Corresponding author: a.monro@kew.org

Abstract

Ternstroemia amistadensis Q. Jiménez & D. Santam., a new tree species from la amistad International Park in Costa rica 
and Panama, is described and illustrated. Ternstroemia amistadensis is assessed as Near threatened, It may be may be dis-
tinguished from other species in the genus based on its obovate, coriaceous and very shiny leaf laminae with obtuse-rounded 
apices and bearing many small black punctations below.

Resumen

Se describe y se ilustra Ternstroemia amistadensis Q. Jiménez & D. Santam., un arbolito procedente del Parque Internacional 
la amistad, Costa rica-Panamá. la especie se distingue por sus láminas foliares obovadas, obtuso-redondeadas (a veces 
emarginadas) en el ápice, muy coriáceas y brillantes en el haz y con numerosos y notorios puntos negros en el envés.
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Introduction

Ternstroemia Mutis ex l. f. (1782: 264) is the most species-rich genus of the angiosperm family Pentaphylacaceae, 
comprising ca. 100 species distributed throughout tropical and subtropical america, africa, Se and east asia (Weitzman 
et al. 2004, Berry & Weitzman 2005, Mabberley 2008). South america, with ca 60 species, is the centre of species 
diversity for the genus in the Neotropics (every 2009). Seven species are recorded from Mesoamerica (Boom 1989, 
Weitzman et al. 2004). 
 Ternstroemia can be distinguished from other Costa rican and Panamanian Pentaphylacaceae genera by the 
alternate or subopposite leaves which are arranged spirally and clustered towards the branch tips, the axillary, usually 
solitary, perfect flowers with a campanulate corolla, many stamens (>40) and a superior ovary and the fruit irregularly 
dehiscent containing large seeds with a sarcotesta.

Materials & Methods

types and specimens at a, BM, Cr, F, gH, INB, lPB, Mo, Mol, NY, PMa, SCz and uSM were examined together 
with images from the global Plants Initiative (gPI). all herbarium acronyms are those of thiers (2015). Flowers were 
rehydrated by placing in ammonia hydroxide for one day and then in water until they were sufficiently soft and pliable 
to be examined under a dissecting microscope. rehydrated material was then returned to the herbarium specimen. 
Material was examined under a leica Stereozoom 5 binocular microscope at X 40.




