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Abstract

Xylopia atlantica, a new and endemic species from the Atlantic forest of Bahia, Brazil, is described and illustrated. It is only
known from a 150 km long stretch of land from Valenga to Uruguca, in central Bahian coast. The species has leaves up to
41 cm long, larger than those of any other Brazilian Xylopia. Xylopia atlantica shares with X. decorticans and X. ochran-
tha cauli- and ramiflorous inflorescences. It differs from the former by the non-exfoliating bark, and from the latter by the
indumentum of the monocarps, sparsely yellow-tomentose versus densely golden-tomentose, in X. ochrantha. Although X.
atlantica has been collected since relatively long ago, flowering individuals have never been encountered.
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Resumo

Xylopia atlantica, uma nova espécie endémica da Mata Atlantica da Bahia, Brasil, ¢ descrita e ilustrada. E conhecida ape-
nas de uma area de 150 km de extensdo, de Valenca a Uruguca, na costa central baiana. A espécie tem folhas com até 41
cm de comprimento, maior do que qualquer outra Xylopia do Brasil. Xylopia atlantica compartilha com X. decorticans e X.
ochrantha inflorescéncias cauli e ramifloras. Difere da primeira pela casca, ndo descamante, e da segunda pelo indumento
dos carpidios, esparsamente amarelo-tomentosos contra densamente dourado-tomentosos. Embora X. atlantica venha sendo
coletada ha algum tempo, individuos floridos ndo foram ainda encontrados.
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Introduction

Xylopia is one of the larger genera of Annonaceae, with up to 160 species with a pantropical distribution, and is
characterized by spoon-shaped petals, transversely septate anthers, free, mostly dehiscent monocarps, and arillate seeds
(Kessler 1993, Lobao & Johnson 2007). There are 58 species in the Neotropics (Maas et al. 2011), and 33 in Brazil,
mostly in the Amazon region (Maas et al. 2014). Up till now, nine species of Xylopia have been reported to occur in the
Atlantic Forest domain (Dias 1988, Lobao et al. 2010, Mello-Silva et al. 2012, Maas et al. 2014, Santos et al. 2011),
namely, X. aromatica (Lam.) Martius (1841: 43), X. brasiliensis Sprengel (1822: 50), X. decorticans D.M.Johnson
& Lobao (in Lobao & Johnson 2007: 208), X. emarginata Martius (1841: 42), X. frutescens Aublet (1775: 602),
X. involucrata M.C.Dias & L.S Kinoshita (1998: 471), X. laevigata (Mart.) R.E.Fries (1900: 37), X. langsdorffiana
A.Saint-Hilaire & Tulasne (1842: 133) and X. ochrantha Martius (1841: 43). Among them, X. involucrata and X.
decorticans were described recently. The former is endemic to Bahia and the latter, to Espirito Santo. The new species
here described, the tenth in the Atlantic Forest, is also endemic to Bahia, where it occurs in the central coastal area.
The oldest collections date from 1991, and are posterior to the last treatment of extra-Amazonian Xylopia (Dias 1988).
Already, some of the known areas of occurrence have been deforested and its conservation status is now dependent on
those of the Atlantic Forest of Bahia.
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Paratypes:—BRAZIL. Bahia: Camamu, fazenda Exilio, entrada no km 10,7 da rodovia Camamu-Travessdo (BA
650), ca. 2 km leste da sede da fazenda, 14°00°07”’S, 39°10°07”°W, 21 February 2000, fr., Jardim et al. 2719 (CEPEC!,
SPF!); Itacaré, ramal a esquerda na estrada Ubaitaba-Itacaré, a 4 km do loteamento Marambaia, 20 November 1991,
fr., Amorim et al. 463 (CEPEC!); Itacaré, mata parcialmente perturbada na estrada Itacaré-Taboquinha, ao lado do
loteamento da Marambaia, 20 November 1991, fr., Amorim et al. 383 (CEPEC!); Itacaré, loteamento Marambaia,
rodovia Ilhéus-Itacaré, ca. 6 km de Itacaré, 6 January 2000, fr., Amorim et al. 3234 (CEPEC!, SP!); Uruguca, 7.3 km
north of Serra Grande on road to Itacaré, fazenda Lagoa do conjunto fazenda Santa Cruz, 14°25°S, 39°01°W, 1-12
July 1991, st., Thomas et al. 6866 (CEPEC!, NY); id., 1-12 July 1991, st., Thomas et al. 7177 (CEPEC!, NY); id., 3
February 1993, fr., Thomas et al. 9753 (CEPEC!, NY).
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