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Abstract

The present study describes and illustrates two new species of Chusquea subg. Platonia, C. parodii and C. paucispiculata. 
Chusquea laegaardii is cited for the first time in Bolivia and C. asymmetrica for Peru. Two keys for the identification of the 
species, mainly based on vegetative or reproductive characters, and a comparative table with micromorphological diagnostic 
features of foliage leaf blades are included. Finally, some remarks about the characteristics of the phytogeographical regions 
and the ecology of these new species are given. 

Resumen

El presente trabajo describe e ilustra dos nuevas especies de Chusquea subgén. Platonia, C. parodii y C. paucispiculata. 
Chusquea laegaardii se cita por primera vez en Bolivia y C. asymmetrica en Perú. Se incluyen dos claves para la identi-
ficación de las especies basadas principalmente en caracteres vegetativos o reproductivos y una tabla comparativa con los 
caracteres micromorfológicos diagnósticos de las hojas del follaje. Se incorporan observaciones acerca de las características 
de las regiones fitogeográficas y la ecología de las nuevas especies.
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The subtribe Chusqueinae Soderstrom & Ellis (1987: 235) is a monophyletic group, endemic to the New World, 
previously composed of two genera: Neurolepis Meisner (1843: 426) and Chusquea Kunth (1822: 151; Judziewicz & 
Clark 2007). This subtribe comprises 64% of Andean woody bamboo diversity (Clark 2001).
	 Neurolepis has been characterized by the absence of aerial branching and by the longest leaves known of all 
genera of Bambusoideae. Spikelet characteristics unify Neurolepis and Chusquea (Clayton & Renvoize 1986). The 
three flowered spikelets with two glumes, two sterile lemmas and one fertile floret, no rachilla extension, papillate 
subsidiary cells of the stomatal apparatus and seedling morphology of some species indicate its affinity with Chusquea 
(Clark 1995).
	 According to molecular-based phylogenetic studies, Neurolepis may be sister (Clark et al. 1995, Clark 2001) or 
paraphyletic to Chusquea (Clark et al. 2007, Judziewicz & Clark 2007). In a recent phylogenetic analysis based on 
chloroplast sequence data (Fisher et al. 2009, Fisher et al. 2014), Neurolepis was paraphyletic with respect to Chusquea 
and all its species were transferred to Chusquea (Fisher et al. 2009, León et al. 2010, Dorr 2012). Currently, Chusquea 
s.l. is equivalent to the subtribe Chusqueinae. As presently circumscribed the genus Chusquea Kunth, in a wide sense, 
comprises subg. Rettbergia (Raddi 1823: 17) Clark (1997: 41) with 13 species, subg. Chusquea with 88 species, subg. 
Swallenochloa (McClure 1973: 106) Clark (1997: 42) with 30 species, subg. Platonia Fisher & L.G. Clark in Fisher et 
al. (2014: 841) with 11 species and subg. Magnifoliae L.G. Clark & Fisher in Fisher et al. (2014: 841) with 10 species 
(Fisher et al. 2014, Mota et al. 2014).  
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