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Sorbus megacarpa, a new combination in Chinese Rosaceae
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The genus Sorbus Linnaeus (1753: 477) in broad sense consists of about 250 species mainly distributed in the
temperate regions of the Northern Hemisphere with 67 speciesin China (Phipps et al. 1990, Lu & Spongberg
2003, Kalkman 2004).

Pleiosorbus Zhou & Wu (2000: 383) was established as monospecific genus with the single species P.
megacarpa Zhou & Wu (2000: 384) from Médog Xian, Xizang, China. Lu & Ku (2002) discussed the status
of Pleiosorbus and concluded that Pleiosorbus is synonymous with Sorbus, and that the new combination
Sorbus megacarpa would likely to be confusable with S. megalocarpa Rehder (1915: 266), making Sorbus
megacarpa as later homonym of that name. They thus proposed a new name, S. medogensis Lu & Ku (2002:
475) for this taxon in Sorbus. Aldasoro et al. (2004) correctly indicated that the epithet “megacarpa” is not
confusable with “megalocarpa” and reduced Pleiosorbus megacarpa to Sorbus megal ocarpa. However, this
species can be easily distinguished from the latter by the deciduous sepalsin fruit (Lu & Spongberg 2003).
According to Article 52 of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (McNeill et al. 2006), the name
Sorbus medogensis is an illegitimate name. The new combination Sorbus megacarpa is therefore proposed
below.

Sorbus megacarpa (Li H. Zhou & C.Y. Wu) Xin Chen & Y.F. Deng, comb. nov. Pleiosorbus megacarpa Zhou
& Wu (2000: 384). Sorbus medogensis Lu & Ku (2002: 475), nom. illeg. superfl. Typee—CHINA.
Xizang: Médog Xian, Hanmi, 2100 m, 27 October 1992, H. Sun, Z.K. Zhou & H.Y. Yi 860 (holotype
KUNI).
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