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Taxonomy or biological systematics is the basic scientific
discipline of biology, postulating hypotheses of identity
and relationships, on which all other natural sciences
dealing with organisms relies. Taxonomy as the scientific
discipline that explores, discovers, interprets, represents,
names, and organizes organic beings (Ebach et al., 2011),
is one of the oldest biological disciplines. Taxonomy is
a scientific discipline that has provided the universal
naming and classification system of biodiversity for
centuries and continues effectively to accommodate new
knowledge (Thomson et al., 2018). However, taxonomic
impediment, decrease in the number of taxonomists,
lack of appreciation for this area of research is not only
the problem for studies on Recent organisms and their
diversity (Wégele et al., 2011; Britz et al., 2020; Vinarski,
2020; Raposo et al., 2021), but it is affecting seriously
also research and studies on fossils, their taxonomy and
their palaeodiversity.

Dissemination of results is one of the critical steps
in the practice of science, and today’s scientists do this in
many forms: through presentations at conferences, invited
lectures, and most importantly through publication (Knapp
& Wright, 2010). However, current ‘publish or perish’ cult
(Clapham, 2005; Rawat & Meena, 2014; Grimes et al.,
2018) promotes inaccuracy in science, strongly affecting
taxonomy, taxonomists and taxonomic activities.

The Scientific Committee of the International
Palacoentomological Society must not remain indifferent
to situations that threaten the honesty and transparency
of science practiced by palacoentomologists. The IPS
and Editorial board of our journal Palaeoentomology
becomes concerned about acts of violating generally
accepted principles of ethics in science. The Editorial
Office of Palaeoentomology encountered recently an
ethical problem with papers describing new Tingidae taxa.
The paper authored by Heiss E. & Golub V. was received
on 27" February, 2021 and got its final acceptance on 6™
April, 2021. Meanwhile, another submission by Souma
J., Yamamato S. & Takahashi Y. was presented to the
Palaeoentomology editorial submission system on 25"

March, 2021. The handling Editor found that the taxa
proposed by the Japanese team is corresponding to the same
taxapresented by Heiss E. & Golub V. in their contribution.
The Editorial Office contacted all the corresponding
authors and proposed a collaboration between the teams.
He stated to the Japanese corresponding author Yamamato
as well that the paper of Heiss is already accepted after
review (minor revision) and normally it will be published
by the end of April. Japanese authors decided to withdraw
the paper (27" March, 2021) and refused collaboration,
while Heiss expressed a very positive attitude and was
ready to any collaboration on this issue. The situation
came, when Japanese authors submitted their paper in
a rushed way to MDPI journal Taxonomy on 2™ April,
2021, while they were already awarded of the acceptance
of Heiss paper and refused the collaboration and withdrew
their paper from Palaeoentomology. The Japanese paper
got accepted on 21 April, 2021 and published on 24"
April, 2021 in MDPI’s Taxonomy (Souma et al., 2021),
few days before issue of Palaeoentomology with Heiss
& Golub (2021a) paper was published. This action led to
unnecessary synonymy, published in the current issue of
Palaeoentomology (Heiss & Golub, 2021b). The situation
was presented to IPS managing bodies and Japanese team
action was found as breaching the Code of Ethics of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN,
1999).

Naming species forms the foundation of biology—
but a zealous “pursuit for names only” can expose the
dangers to the taxonomic system and its rules. As such
behaviour increases; IPS and its Scientific Committee
feel responsible to point out the ethical issues involved
with descriptions of taxa. The situations that have taken
place recently, concern the unethical behaviour of
palaeoentomologists who, short-sightedly, place their
own personal or scientific (career) interests in describing
new taxa above the common interest that underpins the
basic tenets of international science.

Therefore, we would like to remind that the Code
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of the Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN, 1999), has
Appendices, which guide the ethical dimension of
taxonomic activity. Palacoentomologists are part of
taxonomic community, and as such, are bound by the rules
of the Code, as well as its appendices. As the IPS journal
Palaeoentomology, requires its Authors to comply with
the rules, recommendations, and appendices of the Code,
we strongly recommend these should also be applied by
Authors presenting their papers to other journals dealing
with taxonomy and taxonomic descriptions.

To help elucidate this point, we recall the basic
ethical principles for establishing new taxa and hope that
non-ethical behaviour will no longer take place among
taxonomists, and especially within palaecoentomological
community. Appendix A of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature, 4™ edition, being in force since
1 January 2000 (ICZN, 1999) includes points on ethics
and transparency when describing (establishing) new
taxa. Section 2 of ICZN Code Appendix A clearly states
that “A zoologist should not publish a new name if he or
she has reason to believe that another person has already
recognized the same taxon and intends to establish a
name for if”. If the researcher receives information
that the taxon is already the subject of the description,
“... should communicate with the other person (or their
representatives) and only feel free to establish a new name
if that person has failed to do so in a reasonable period
(not less than a year)”.

In addition, the Code of Ethics also imposes
obligations on journal editors. In section 6 of Appendix A
(ICZN, 1999) it says that “Editors and others responsible
for the publication of zoological papers should avoid
publishing any material which appears to them to contain
a breach of the above principles”.

Recent examples of breaches of the Code of Ethics
giverise to serious concern from IPS Scientific Committee
and palaeoentomological community. As scientists,
taxonomists, we are obliged to abide by the rules of the
Code, we cannot support activities inconsistent with
its rules and recommendations, and we cannot remain
indifferent to the manifestations of taxonomic vandalism
and poor taxonomic practices (Borrell, 2007; Wiister
et al., 2021; Zamani et al., 2021). Such practices can
disrupt funding bodies, institutional authorities and
administrations, and negatively affect public perception
of taxonomy and palaeoentomology.
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