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Abstract

The analysis of the external morphology variation in Crossodactylus bokermanni, C. trachystomus, and in unidentified 

specimens from 14 localities along the southern region of the Serra do Espinhaço, state of Minas Gerais, Brazil, revealed 

that all of these forms belong to the same taxon. Crossodactylus bokermanni is considered a junior synonym of C. tra-

chystomus, whose holotype is redescribed and figured. The population from Serra da Canastra, western Minas Gerais, pre-

viously referred to as Crossodactylus cf. trachystomus, is herein described and figured as Crossodactylus franciscanus. 

Its advertisement call is redescribed and compared to those known for the genus.
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Resumo

A análise da variação de caracteres morfológicos externos em Crossodactylus bokermanni, C. trachystomus e de exem-

plares não identificados provenientes de 14 localidades ao longo da porção sul da Serra do Espinhaço, Estado de Minas 

Gerais, Brasil, revelou que todas essas formas são coespecíficas. Crossodactylus bokermanni é considerado sinônimo 

júnior de C. trachystomus, cujo holótipo é redescrito e ilustrado. A população da Serra da Canastra, oeste de Minas Gerais, 

referida em literatura como Crossodactylus cf. trachystomus, é descrita e ilustrada como Crossodactylus franciscanus. Sua 

vocalização de anúncio é redescrita e comparada com as vocalizações conhecidas para o gênero.

Palavras-chave: taxonomia, Crossodactylus trachystomus, Cerrado

Introduction

The genus Crossodactylus Duméril and Bibron currently comprises 14 diurnal species ranging from the Alagoas 

state in northeastern Brazil south to Misiones, Argentina, typically inhabiting streams in mountainous areas in the 

Atlantic Forest or montane savanna known as campos rupestres (Pimenta et al. 2014b). Two species are currently 

recognized in the southern region of the Serra do Espinhaço, a mountain range running from central Minas Gerais 

(southeastern Brazil) to northern Bahia (northeastern Brazil). Crossodactylus trachystomus Reinhardt & Lütken is 

known for Lagoa Santa, Ouro Preto, Nova Lima, and Belo Horizonte, state of Minas Gerais (Cochran 1955; 

Caramaschi & Kisteumacher 1989; Pimenta et al. 2014b). No other specimens than the holotype were ever 

collected in Lagoa Santa and the only specimens identified from Ouro Preto were those listed by Cochran (1955). 

This species has not been observed in the field since the mid 1980’s, when a population decline followed by local 

extinction occurred in the Parque das Mangabeiras, Belo Horizonte (L.B. Nascimento, pers. comm.). Haddad et al.

(1988) referred to a Crossodactylus population observed in Serra da Canastra, western Minas Gerais, and identified 
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also translated the papers in German; I. Nunes (MNRJ) for the photograph of the holotype of C. franciscanus; Alex 

Hettena for the English review; P.R. Nascimento and D. Pitta for the line drawings of C. trachystomus and C. 

franciscanus, respectively; IBAMA for collection permits (licenses 121/04 - IBAMA/RAN, 132/05 - IBAMA/

RAN, and 038/2005 - IBAMA/DIREC, process no 02022.002139/04–05); and Conselho Nacional de 

Desenvolvimento Científico e Tecnológico (CNPq) for fellowships and financial support.
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