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Abstract 

The type specimens of Colletes Latreille 1802 deposited in the Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences (St. 

Petersburg) are reviewed. Precise information about types of 30 taxa are provided (12 described by J. Noskiewicz; 9 by 

F. Morawitz; 8 by M. Kuhlmann and M. Proshchalykin; 1 by H. Friese). Lectotypes are designated here and illustrated for 

the following six nominal taxa: Colletes alpinus Morawitz 1872, C. caspicus Morawitz 1874, C. montana Morawitz 1876, 

C. squamosus Morawitz 1877, C. tuberculatus Morawitz 1893, and C. wollmanni Noskiewicz 1936. Colletes alpinus was 

synonymized with C. impunctatus Nylander 1852 but is now recognized as a synonym of C. floralis Eversmann 1852. 

Colletes morawitzensis Kuhlmann & Proshchalykin, sp. nov. is described based on a male specimen from Turkmenistan 

and deposited in the Morawitz collection.
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Introduction

The Entomological Collection of the Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russia 

(ZISP) is the largest in Russia and currently contains several million specimens, including primary types of several 

tens of thousands of taxa. The majority of specimens and types belong to the parasitic Hymenoptera (especially 

Ichneumonoidea), but nearly all other groups of hymenopterous insect (including bees) are also represented by 

more or less numerous material, including the types. 

The bee genus Colletes Latreille includes about 500 described species with an estimated total of about 700 

species, from all continents except Antarctica and Australia, as well as from Madagascar and parts of Southeast 

Asia (Michener 2007; Kuhlmann 2014). The present paper reviews the type specimens of Colletes kept in ZISP 

that is tightly linked with the activities of famous apidologists: Eduard Eversmann (1794–1860), Oktawiucz 

Radoszkowski (1820–1895), and Ferdinand Morawitz (1827–1896).

The Eversmann’s collection of insects, including bees, was bought by the Russian Entomological Society and 

now is deposited at the ZISP (Pesenko & Astafurova 2003). E. Eversmann described five species of Colletes (two 

of them in the genus Andrena), with three of them still valid. We could not find the type specimens of Eversmann’s 

Colletes species in the collection of the ZISP.

The Radoszkowski’s collection was donated by his wife in 1898 to the Poznan Society of Friends of Sciences. 

600 «duplicates of types» from this collection were given through exchange to the Zoological Museum of the 

Berlin University in 1899. The rest, together with the library and manuscripts passed in 1902, also through 

exchange, to the Polish Academy of Learning in Krakow, and currently is located at the Institute of Systematic and 

Experimental Zoology of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Krakow (Pesenko & Astafurova 2003). O. 

Radoszkowski described 11 species of Colletes, nine of them are still valid. The remaining type specimens of 

Radoszkowski’s Colletes species are stored in the Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals, Kraków, 

Poland.
540   Accepted by C. Rasmussen: 30 Mar. 2015; published: 29 Apr. 2015



with small punctures. Scutellum anteriorly almost impunctate but with dense punctation posteriorly, surface 

smooth and shiny. Mesoscutum, scutellum, metanotum, mesepisternum and propodeum covered with long, 

greyish-white erect hairs (Fig. 31a). Wings. Slightly yellowish-brown; wing venation light yellowish-brown. Legs. 

Integument dark reddish-brown to yellowish-brown (tarsi). Vestiture greyish-white. Metasoma. Integument black 

to dark reddish-brown, apical quarter of T1 and T2 dark red, depressed apical tergal margins yellowish translucent 

(Fig. 31b). Basal half of T1 densely covered with long, white, erect hairs; base of T2 and less so on T3 with narrow 

band of short appressed white hairs; apical tergal hair band on T1 narrow (largely rubbed-off in this specimen), on 

following terga broader (Fig. 31b). Terga apically distinctly depressed. Terga with dense and very fine punctuation, 

on T1 more dispersed (i = 0.5–1 d) than on following terga (i < 0.5 d), between punctures smooth and shiny (Fig. 

31b). Terminalia. Genitalia and S7 as illustrated (Figs. 31e–f).

Type material (1 specimen). Holotype, male, Turkmenistan: Repetek [63°11´E 38°35´N], 19.V.1889 (ZISP).

Etymology. The species is dedicated to Ferdinand Morawitz (1827–1896) to honour his outstanding 

contribution to bee research particularly in Central Asia.

General distribution. Only known from the type locality in Turkmenistan. 

Floral hosts. Unknown. 
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