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Mollusks are the marine invertebrates with the greatest diversity (Bouchet et al. 2002), and account for one of the highest 
number of descriptions of new species (Bouchet 1997, 2006). A total of 1776 species of marine mollusks have been 
cataloged for Brazil (Rios 2009). Knowledge of species richness in the country has increased mainly due to the discovery 
of new deep sea mollusks (see Lima & Christoffersen 2013, 2014; Lima et al. 2013, 2014; Corrêa et al. 2014; Lima 
2014; Simone & Cunha 2012, 2014).

Columbellids are among the gastropods most frequently described in recent taxonomic studies conducted along the 
Brazilian coast (Costa & Absalão 1998; Costa & Souza 2001; Costa 2005; Rios 2009). Anachis H. & A. Adams, 1853 is 
a group of carnivorous columbellids (Wilson 1998; deMaintenon 1999) and one of the most speciose genera of the 
Gastropoda with about 84 Holocene species described (Bouchet & Gofas 2014). However, deep sea species of Anachis
remain little known throughout the world. Anachis stricta (Watson, 1882), A. strix (Watson, 1882), A. roberti K. 
Monsecour & D. Monsecour, 2006 and A. martinicensis Pelorce, 2013 are the only taxa described for deep waters of the 
Western Atlantic. Prior to the present study, only Anachis strix has been reported in deep waters off northeastern Brazil 
(Costa 2005; Rios 2009). 

Specimens of a micro-columbellid with a stout, biconic, axially sculptured shell belonging to the genus Anachis
were identified during the study of deep sea mollusks off northeastern Brazil. These specimens were compared to 
photographs of the type material of deep sea Atlantic congeners, which allowed the recognition of a new species. 

Institutional abbreviations. ANSP—Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia of Drexel University, 
Philadelphia, USA; BMSM—The Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, Sanibel, FL, USA; CMPHRM-A—Coleção 
Malacológica Prof. Henry Ramos Matthews – série A, Fortaleza, Ceará, Brazil; IBUFRJ—Departamento de Zoologia, 
Instituto de Biologia, Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; MNHN—Muséum national 
d’Histoire naturelle, Paris, France; MNRJ—Museu Nacional, Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil; MORG—Museu Oceanográfico “Prof. Eliézer de Carvalho Rios”, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande, Rio 
Grande, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil; MZSP—Museu de Zoologia, Universidade de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil; 
NHMUK—The Natural History Museum, London, Great Britain; UFPB MOLL─Coleção de Invertebrados Paulo 
Young, Departamento de Sistemática e Ecologia, Universidade Federal da Paraíba, João Pessoa, Paraíba, Brazil; 
UF─Florida Museum of Natural History (FLMNH), University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, USA; UFS 
MOL─Coleção Zoológica de Invertebrados do Departamento de Biologia da Universidade Federal de Sergipe, Aracajú, 
Sergipe, Brazil; ZMB—Zoological Museum Berlin, Berlin, Germany; ZUEC GAS—Universidade Estadual de 
Campinas, Campinas, São Paulo, Brazil. 

Other abbreviations. AL—Aperture length; LW—Last whorl length; PD—Protoconch diameter; PH—Protoconch 
height; SL—Spire length; SW—Shell width; TL—Total length. 
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continental slope off the state of Pernambuco during the REVIZEE/Score-Northeast Program (2000), thereby improving 
our knowledge of its conchology (Costa 2005; Rios 2009).  

Anachis rechonchuda n. sp. most closely resembles A. stricta from the West Indies. Both species have a stout shell 
with a similar outline and rounded, smooth protoconch (dome-shaped with 1.5 whorls). Anachis rechonchuda n. sp. and 
A. stricta also share a blunt spire with slightly convex whorls and a broad, tumid last whorl with a very contracted base. 
Furthermore, these species exhibit a slight subsutural cord, the intersection of which with the ribs projects little tubercles 
and a minute shoulder. The new species differs in having up to about 4.25 teleoconch whorls, while the teleoconch of A. 
stricta (Fig. 2B) develops up to six whorls. The inner lip is slightly concave, and the outer lip is smooth in A. 
rechonchuda n. sp. However, A. stricta has a straight inner lip and about 10 small denticles on the outer lip (Fig. 2B). The 
spiral sculpture on the new species consists of a weak subsutural cord and spiral threads on the siphonal canal. Anachis 
stricta (Fig. 2B) is spirally sculptured by two well-marked subsutural furrows interrupted by ribs, broad, flat but obsolete 
threads on the spire, and very distinct threads on the base (Watson 1886: 238; pl. 13, fig. 3). Finally, A. rechonchuda n. 
sp. differs from A. stricta by the presence of a more pronounced projection of the small tubercles in the subsutural region. 

Anachis stricta was described on the basis of two adult specimens dredged from deep waters off the West Indies 
(North of Culebra Island, St. Thomas, 18°38'30''N, 65°05'30''W, at a depth of 713 m) (Watson 1886: 238). The syntype of 
A. stricta figured herein (Fig. 2B) is in good condition and was chosen as the lectotype (NHMUK 1887.2.9.82H-5) under 
the provisions of Article 74.1 (ICZN 1999). The paralectotype has a worn surface, broken protoconch and outer lip as 
well as two holes in the ventral region.  
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