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Abstract

A new genus, Oulenziella, is proposed for Oulenzia bakeri (Hughes, 1962), a species originally collected on jute 

(Corchorus sp., Malvaceae) from India. Oulenziella bakeri (Hughes, 1962) comb. nov. is re-described. Oulenzia gossypii 

Meyer & Rodrigues, 1965 collected from Gossypium sp. in Mozambique is considered a junior synonym of Oulenziella 

bakeri. The new genus differs from Oulenzia in having hT present on tibiae I and II, kT on tibia IV, la and ra on tarsus II, 

w and r on tarsus III, e and f on tarsi I–III; and by seta d on tarsi III and IV positioned at level of apical 1/8 to 1/6 of the 

segments. 
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Introduction

The genus Oulenzia was erected by Oudemans (1928) and currently includes three named species, O. arboricola

Oudemans, 1928, O. bakeri (Hughes, 1962) (=Calvolia bakeri Hughes, 1962) and O. gossypii Meyer & Rodrigues, 

1965, and an undescribed species (Fan et al. 2012). The type species, Oulenzia arboricola (Oudemans, 1928) 

(originally as Lenzia arboricola Oudemans, 1928), was collected from Hevea leaves, in Medan, Deli, Sumatra, 

Indonesia. The second species, Calvolia bakeri Hughes, 1962, was described based on the specimen misidentified 

as Oulenzia arboricola by Baker & Wharton (1952) collected from jute in Dacca, India and recently transferred to 

the genus Oulenzia by Fan et al. (2012). The third species Oulenzia gossypii Meyer & Rodrigues, 1965 was 

collected from cotton (Gossypium sp.) in Mozambique. It is unsatisfactory to keep O. bakeri and O. gossypii in 

Oulenzia, as indicated by Fan et al. (2012) in their redefinition of Oulenzia. In addition we have found that these 

two species could not be classified into any known genus in the subfamily Oulenziinae. There is thus a need to 

propose a new genus to accommodate them. The purpose of this paper is to erect a new genus Oulenziella based on 

Oulenzia bakeri (Hughes, 1962), designate a lectotype for Oulenzia bakeri, redescribe this species in detail to allow 

accurate identification, and synonymize Oulenzia gossypii Meyer & Rodrigues, 1965 with O. bakeri.

Methods

Specimens loaned from the United States National Mite Collection via Barry OConnor (University of Michigan, 

USA) and the Arachnida Collection of Plant Protection Research Institute, Pretoria, South Africa were examined 

and measured with an interference-phase contrast microscope (Fan et al. 2010). Illustrations were made using a 

drawing tube attached to a Nikon interference-phase contrast microscope. Images were taken using a Zeiss 

AxioCam HRc camera attached to a Zeiss interference-phase contrast microscope and edited with Auto-montage 

and Adobe Photoshop CS4 software. All measurements are given in micrometers (μm). Terminology used for 

idiosomal chaetotaxy follows Griffiths et al. (1990), that for palp and leg chaetotaxy follows Grandjean (1939) and 

Griffiths (1970).
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PLATE 1. Oulenziella bakeri (Hughes, 1962) (female). A, prodorsum; B, supracoxal seta; C, genital area; D, anal area; E,

solenidia on tarsi I and II.
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