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Abstract

Parahelicops boonsongi Taylor & Elbel, 1958 is known from only three specimens from Thailand. It has been placed
either in the genus Parahelicops Bourret, 1934, along with Parahelicops annamensis Bourret, 1934, or in the genus
Opisthotropis Giinther, 1872. We compared its morphological characters with those of P. annamensis and with three other
relevant genera, Opisthotropis, Pararhabdophis Bourret, 1934, and Paratapinophis Angel, 1929. Parahelicops boonsongi
is phenotypically distinct from Parahelicops annamensis, Opisthotropis, and all other natricine genera. We consequently
erect a new genus, Isanophis gen. nov., to accommodate Parahelicops boonsongi.

Key words: Serpentes, Natricidae, Parahelicops, Parahelicops annamensis, Isanophis gen. nov., Opisthotropis, Parar-
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Introduction

Several species of the snake fauna of the Indochinese region, including Thailand, are still known only from their
holotype or type series, or at best a handful of specimens. For instance, Paratapinophis praemaxillaris Angel,
1929, has been known from two syntypes from northern Laos, and six other specimens from China and Thailand
(Mo et al. 1984, Murphy et al. 2008). Two other natricine species, Pararhabdophis chapaensis Bourret, 1934 and
Parahelicops annamensis Bourret, 1934, were previously also known from their respective holotypes. However,
Stuart (2006) described a second specimen of Parahelicops annamensis, from Laos. Currently, following intensive
fieldwork in northern Vietnam and Laos, both Parahelicops annamensis and Pararhabdophis chapaensis are
known from about 10 specimens each (unpublished data; see Appendix).

Another rare species, Parahelicops boonsongi Taylor & Elbel, 1958 was described on the basis of a single
specimen from Loei Province in northeastern Thailand. Subsequently, Cox (1995) recorded two additional
specimens, also from Loei Province. Taylor & Elbel (1958) referred their new species to the genus Parahelicops
Bourret, 1934 because of some morphological similarities with P. annamensis, such as the single prefrontal.
However, the generic status of Parahelicops has been controversial nearly since its description. It was established
by Bourret (1934b: 170 [separate: p. 6]) for a new species, Parahelicops annamensis Bourret, 1934, on the basis of
a single specimen with the following characters: 25 subequal maxillary teeth, the last two enlarged (in fact we
counted 26+2 teeth on the same specimen); head quite distinct from the neck; eye small with a round pupil; nostrils
directed upwards; two internasals, a single prefrontal; elongated body, slightly laterally compressed; dorsal scales
keeled, without apical pits, in 15 rows; tail long; subcaudals paired; hypapophyses developed throughout the
vertebral column. Bourret (1934b) further commented that this genus was similar to Opisthotropis Glinther, 1872
but differed by its dentition, its head distinct from the neck and its elongated body.
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APPENDIX. List of additional examined specimens.

Opisthotropis atra (n = 1). “West Africa”. BMNH 1946.1.15.31 (holotype), no locality.

Opisthotropis andersoni (n = 1). China. FMNH 71136, “Hong Kong, Hong Kong Island, 950 ft.”

Opisthotropis balteata (n = 5). Vietnam. Bac Giang Province. IEBR A.0861, ZFMK 94229, Tay Yen Tu Nature Reserve, Son
Dong District. North Vietnam. NMW 22979, “Tonkin”.—Cambodia. NMW 22978:1-2, no locality.

Opisthotropis cucae (n = 1). Vietnam. Kon Tum Province. IEBR A.0924 (holotype), Chu Mom Ray National Park, Sa Thay
District, (14°26.227'N, 107°43.268'E), 740 m.

Opisthotropis daovantieni (n = 3). Vietnam. Gai Lai Province. FMNH 252009 (holotype), Buon Luoi village, 14°20'N
108°36'E, Kannack town, 20 km to the northwest from Kannack, Annam mountains, Ankhe District, 700-750m; FMNH
252008 (paratype), Buon Luoi village, Kannack town, 14°20'N—-108°36'E, 20 km to the northwest from Kannack, Annam
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