
ZOOTAXA

ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2015 Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 3948 (2): 151–181  

www.mapress.com/zootaxa/
Article

http://dx.doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.3948.2.1

http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:EC744FBA-7006-4A25-A67D-DC006AD453A8

Review of the family Anthogonidae (Diplopoda, Chordeumatida), 

with descriptions of three new species from the Balkan Peninsula 

DRAGAN ANTIĆ1,5, TVRTKO DRAŽINA2,3, TONĆI RAÐA4, VLADIMIR T. TOMIĆ1 

& SLOBODAN E. MAKAROV1

1Institute of Zoology, Faculty of Biology, University of Belgrade, Studentski trg 3, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia
2Division of Zoology, Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb, Rooseveltov trg 6, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia
3Croatian Biospeleological Society, Demetrova 1, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia
4Speleological Society “Špiljar”, 21000 Split, Croatia
5Corresponding author. E-mail: dragan.antic@bio.bg.ac.rs

Abstract

Three new species of the family Anthogonidae are described from caves in Croatia and Montenegro, respectively: Egon-

pretneria vudutschajldi Antić & Dražina sp. n., Haasia jalzici Antić & Dražina sp. n., and Macrochaetosoma bertiscea

Antić & Makarov sp. n. All three subfamilies within Anthogonidae are diagnosed, with brief discussion of relationships 
between genera and notes on their biogeography. A map of the global distribution of Anthogonidae is presented, as well 
as maps of the distribution of each species of Balkan anthogonids, including numerous new locality data. The first SEM 
images are provided for some representatives of this family. A key is given to all seven anthogonid genera. The subfamily 
Haasiinae Hoffman, 1980 is a new synonym of Anthogonidae, syn. n., while Macrochaetosoma bifurcatum Ćurčić & Ma-
karov, 2001 becomes a new synonym for M. troglomontanum Absolon & Lang, 1933, syn. n..
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Introduction

According to Fauna Europaea (version 2.6.2), the family Anthogonidae today includes seven genera: the western 
European Anthogona Ribaut, 1913, Pyrenean Cranogona Ribaut, 1913, Escualdosoma Mauriès, 1965, and 
Vascanthogona Mauriès & Barraqueta, 1985; and the troglobitic Balkan forms Haasia Bollman, 1893, 
Macrochaetosoma Absolon & Lang, 1933 and Egonpretneria Strasser, 1966. However, over a period of one 
hundred years, like many other chordeumatidan families, this family had a very turbulent history, with numerous 
relocations of taxa from one to another family or subfamily.

The family Anthogonidae was established by Ribaut in 1913, at which time he included four genera within it: 
Anthogona as the type genus; and Cranogona, Origmatogona Ribaut, 1913 and Scutogona Ribaut, 1913. In 1930, 
Verhoeff recognized the subfamily Anthogoninae with the genera Anthogona and Cranogona, and, together with 
the newly described subfamily Acherosominae with the genus Acherosoma (= Haasia) as well as the subfamily 
Anthroleucosomatinae, placed it within the family Anthroleucosomatidae. On the other hand, Brolemann (1935) 
placed the genera Anthogona and Cranogona in the family Xystrosomidae. Almost thirty years later, Attems 
(1959) reorganized Verhoeff’s classification and placed two Balkan genera, Haasia and Macrochaetosoma, 
together with Anthogona and Cranogona, within the family Anthogonidae. The opinion of Attems was not 
supported by Mauriès (1966) when he introduced four subfamilies within the Anthogonidae: Anthogoninae, 
Origmatogoninae, Scutogoninae, and Chamaesominae, but without Balkan taxa in any of them. At the end of the 
same year, Strasser (1966b) decribed the genus Egonpretneria, closely related to Haasia, but apparently following 
Verhoeff’s and Mauriès’s opinion he did not place these two genera in the Anthogonidae, but in the 
Anthroleucosomatinae within the family Anthroleucosomatidae. Mauriès (1970) retained his own opinion from 
1966 as to the four subfamilies, this time including the Balkan genera Haasia and Egonpretneria, but in two 
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6. Syncoxite of anterior gonopods with impressive rounded medial lobe. Posterior gonopods with uniramous medial sternal pro-

cess. Metazonites with numerous warts. Macrochaetae very short and bacilliform.  . . . . Egonpretneria Strasser, 1966 (Croatia)

- Syncoxite without rounded medial lobe. Posterior gonopods with uni-, bi- or triramous medial sternal process. Metazonites 

without warts. Macrochaetae long and trichoid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Haasia Bollman, 1893 (Croatia and Slovenia)
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