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Abstract

Based on a specimen from the Upper Eocene Baltic amber (Kaliningrad Region, Russia), Aneurops daugpilensis sp. nov.
is described. The new species is similar to the extant 4. convergens (Sharp, 1900) and 4. championi Sharp, 1900 distrib-
uted in North and Central America, but differs in the larger punctation of pronotum, and shorter and sparser setation of
the median plaque on ventrite 1. Aneurops daugpilensis sp. nov. is distinguished from Europs insterburgensis Alekseev,
2014 by having a median plaque on ventrite 1, a larger body size, and distinctly sparser punctation of the forebody.

Key words: Europini, Aneurops daugpilensis, new species, Tertiary, Eocene, fossil resin

Introduction

Monotomidae Laporte, 1840 is a family of small (1.5-6.0 mm) cucujoid beetles distributed worldwide. There are
currently 33 genera with about 250 described species (Slipinski er al. 2011). The adults of root-eating beetles can
be characterized by the following combination of characters (sensu Bousquet 2010): narrow-elongate body form;
prognathous head; elytra distinctly truncate at the apex, exposing one (females) or two (males) abdominal tergites;
antennae short, appearing 10-segmented (antennomeres 10 and 11 fused) with a one- or two-segmented club; 5-5-5,
5-5-4 or 4-4-4 tarsal formula; externally broadly closed procoxal cavities; five abdominal ventrites with ventrites 2-
4 short and subequal in size. Adults of many genera often occur under the bark of dead and fungus-infested trees
and are mycophagous or predaceous.

According to Bouchard er al. (2011), the Monotomidae consist of two subfamilies: Rhizophaginae
Redtenbacher, 1845 and Monotominae Laporte, 1840. The latter subfamily includes five tribes: Europini Sen
Gupta, 1988; Lenacini Crowson, 1952; Monotomini Laporte, 1840; Thionini Crowson, 1952 and the extinct tribe
Rhizophtomini Kirejtshuk et Azar, 2009. The genus Aneurops Sharp, 1900 with two described recent species from
North and Central America (Bousquet 2003) belongs to the heterogeneous tribe Europini, and is closely allied to
the extensive genus Europs Wollaston, 1854. The biology of Aneurops representatives is poorly known: Aneurops
convergens Sharp, 1900 has been collected almost exclusively under the bark of Pinus ponderosa or other
unidentified coniferous trees.

Information on fossil Monotomidae is scanty. Four species have been described previously: Rhizophtoma
elateroides Kirejtshuk et Azar, Rhizophtoma synchrotronica Kirejtshuk, and Rhizobactron marinae Kirejtshuk
from Lower Cretaceous Lebanese amber (Kirejtshuk et al 2009; Kirejtshuk & Azar 2013), and FEurops
insterburgensis Alekseev from Upper Eocene Baltic amber (Alekseev 2014). A few records from Baltic amber
contain only a generic (Europs sp., Rhizophagus sp.) or subfamily (Monotominae) attribution without detailed
species descriptions (Berendt 1845; Helm 1896; Handlirsch 1907; Klebs 1910; Larsson 1978; Kubisz 2001).

Kirejtshuk er al (2009) mistakenly mentioned “Monotoma resinorum Hope, 1842” as a member of
Monotomidae from copal. Firstly, Hope (1842) actually described Monomma resinorum (Monommidae) with note
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