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Abstract

Species of Mimapsilopa from Brazil are reviewed with an emphasis on the fauna from southern Brazil, where six new 

species were discovered and herein are diagnosed and described. To facilitate identification of species, we have included 

a diagnosis of the tribe Discomyzini and of Mimapsilopa and have also provided an annotated key to the New World gen-

era of the tribe. We have also provided photos of representative specimens, illustrations of structures of the male terminalia 

and a distribution map for all included species.
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Introduction

The little-known shore-fly genus Mimapsilopa Cresson is known to occur only in the New World (Mathis and 

Zatwarnicki 1995), primarily in tropical zones. Mimapsilopa has been treated infrequently, even among shore-fly 

workers, and its relationship with other genera within the tribe Discomyzini remains largely unresolved (Mathis 

and Zatwarnicki 1998). Cresson (1941), for example, proposed Mimapsilopa, but five years later he (Cresson 

1946) treated the included species in Helaeomyia, a second genus Cresson also described in the same 1941 paper 

but a page earlier. Mimapsilopa was considered a junior synonym of Helaeomyia (Cresson 1946, Wirth 1968) until 

Lizarralde de Grosso (1982) revised the species related to Helaeomyia and included recognition of Mimapsilopa as 

a separate genus. Lizarralde de Grosso's revision comprised six species, four being newly described. In our world 

catalog (Mathis and Zatwarnicki 1995), we followed Lizarralde de Grosso's precedent and recognized Helaeomyia

and Mimapsilopa as separate genera. Our listing in the catalog was based on Zatwarnicki's research, especially on 

structures of the male terminalia that indicates the species placed in these two genera form monophyletic and 

separate lineages. Since publication of the world catalog, Mathis and Zatwarnicki (1998) added two species from 

the West Indies, resulting in a total of nine congeners in Mimapsilopa before this paper. The species of 

Mimapsilopa occurring in Brazil are the subject of this review, and all six of the included species are new and are 

described herein.

This review of Mimapsilopa was prompted by recent field work in southern Brazil that is part of an overall 

survey of the shore flies of this biologically diverse country. An objective of the field work in 2009–2010 was the 

shore-fly fauna from the state of Paraná and to a lesser degree from Santa Catarina and São Paulo and resulted in 

numerous specimens of Discomyzini, including Mimapsilopa. We soon discovered that Mimapsilopa is represented 

by six undescribed species from Brazil. The purpose of this paper is to describe these new species within the 

context of a faunistic review of Mimapsilopa from Brazil. All six species are described, including structures of the 

male terminalia, which are also illustrated.
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FIGURE 52. Distribution map of Mimapsilopa. Mimapsilopa acta n.sp. (■); M. iguassu n.sp. (●); M. onssa n.sp. (♦); M. 

plaumanni n.sp. (■); M. rugosa n.sp. (▲); M. xingu n.sp. (●). 
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