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Abstract

Four new species of predaceous midges of the genus Parabezzia Malloch are described and illustrated based on female
specimens from southeastern Brazil. Two species are recorded for the first time from Brazil, Parabezzia costalis Wirth
from Rio de Janeiro State and P. balseiroi Spinelli & Grogan from Rio Grande do Sul State.
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Resumo

Quatro novas espécies de ceratopogonideos predadores do género Parabezzia Malloch sdo descritas e ilustradas baseadas
em espécimes fémeas provenientes da regido sudeste do Brasil. Duas espécies sdo reportadas pela primeira vez para o Bra-
sil, Parabezzia costalis Wirth para o estado do Rio de Janeiro e P. balseiroi Spinelli & Grogan para o estado do Rio Grande
do Sul.

Palavras-chave: ceratopogonideos predadores, regifio neotropical, Rio de Janeiro, Rio Grande do Sul, espécies novas,
novos registros

Introduction

The predaceous genus Parabezzia Malloch includes 40 species distributed worldwide (Borkent, 2014). Of these,
Borkent & Spinelli (2007) mentioned 24 species that inhabit the Neotropical region, and subsequently Grogan et al.
(2013) described P. florentinae from the island of Guadeloupe. In their revision of the neotropical species of
Parabezzia, Spinelli & Grogan (1987) recognized four species groups, the alexanderi group, the brunnea group,
the uncinata group and the unguis group, earlier proposed by Grogan & Wirth (1977) for the Nearctic region. From
Brazil, only P. brasiliensis Spinelli & Grogan and P. inaequalis Spinelli & Grogan are known from the States of
Mato Grosso and Amazonas, respectively.

The study of female specimens from the Atlantic forests of southeastern Brazil and additional material from
Rio Grande do Sul, revealed the presence of four undescribed and two previously known species. In this paper, we
describe and illustrate the new species, comparing them with related species of Parabezzia, which now includes 44
species, 29 of them inhabiting the Neotropical region. The first records of P. costalis Wirth and P. balseiroi Spinelli
& Grogan from Brazil are also provided.
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Parabezzia costalis Wirth

Parabezzia costalis Wirth, 1965: 221 (female, male; Panama; figs.); Wirth, 1974: 42 (in catalog south of USA);
Spinelli & Grogan, 1987:17 (redescrip., distrib.; figs.); Wirth & Grogan, 1988: 74 (in list of World species of
Parabezzia), Borkent & Wirth, 1997:104 (in World catalog); Borkent & Spinelli, 2007: 84 (in Neotropical catalog;
distrib.); Borkent, 2014: 129 ( in catalog).

Distribution: Panama, Brazil (Rio de Janeiro)

New record: BRAZIL, Rio de Janeiro, Casimiro de Abreu, Union Biological Reserve (22°25'35"S,
42°2'4" W), 28.X11.2012-31.1.2013, “Biota Diptera Fluminense” team col., 9 ¢, Malaise trap (CCER).
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