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Abstract

Two new species Proboscidopirates ericguilberti sp. nov. Baňař & Štys and Proboscidopirates rugulosus sp. nov. Baňař 
& Štys are described from central-east Madagascar. A list of Proboscidopirates species is given. Potential thelytoky of 

this endemic Madagascan genus, some of its generic and species-specific dignostic characters and its distribution relative 

to that of Oncylocotis Stål species are discussed.
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toky, distribution, head morphology

Famitinana

Ireto karazana Proboscidopirates ericguilberti sp. nov. sy Proboscidopirates rugulosus sp. nov. ireto dia hita any amin’ny 

faritra afovoany antsinanan’ i Madagasikara. Ny lisitr’ity karazana Proboscidopirates ity dia avy amin’ny, zanra andemi-

ka izay misy sy azo ampiasaina eto Madagasikara, ny antsasatsasany amin’ireo anefa no manana toetra iombonan’ny kara-

zana iray sy ireo manana ny amantarana ny toetrany manokana ary eo ihany koa ny mahakasika ny fitsinjarana misy 

amin’ireto karazana Oncylocotis Stål ireto izay efa noresahina.

Introduction

The genus Proboscidopirates Villiers, 1958 was originaly established for three new Madagascan species of 
Enicocephalinae. Villiers (1969) described an additional three species and keyed all known species of this 
Madagascan endemic genus. Pavel Štys and Petr Baňař had prepared a draft revision of the genus based on the 
Villiers collection in the Museum Nationale d’Histoire Naturelle (MNHN) Paris and unidentified material found in 
MNHN (PŠ), and a few specimens collected (PB) in Madagascar. The revision would more than double the number 
of known Madagascan species, most of which were known from single specimens. Before submitting the review 
we found that all of the available specimens (including all the Villiers´s type material) are females. This suspected 
thelytoky stimulated further field research in Madagascar (PB and Malagassy students) that (a) increased the 
number of new Proboscidopirates species insomuch that extension of the revision is at the moment impracticable, 
and (b) corroborated the existence of obligatory thelytoky in the genus. In this paper, we describe two new species 
of Proboscidopirates, based on abundant material of females (and female nymphs) of both species, and consider 
tentatively the thelytoky and some other characteristics of the genus.
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