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Abstract

The name Sminthopsis granulipes Troughton, 1932 has universally and uncontroversially been used for the White-tailed
Dunnart since its description in 1932. We regard the forgotten name Podabrus albocaudatus Krefft, 1872 to be an avail-
able name and demonstrate that it is a disused, neglected senior synonym of S. granulipes. The holotype of granulipes
Troughton is also likely to be the holotype of Krefft’s albocaudatus and therefore an objective synonym. Consequently,
Sminthopsis granulipes Troughton, 1932 is declared a nomen protectum and Podabrus albocaudatus Kreftt, 1872 a nomen
oblitum, as required by Article 23.9.2 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. This action in no way alters
current use of Sminthopsis granulipes for the White-tailed Dunnart but is required to ensure continued nomenclatural sta-
bility.

Key words: nomenclature, dasyurid, nomen protectum, nomen oblitum, Gerard Kreftt, Ellis Troughton, George Maxwell,
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Introduction

Maintaining the stability of zoological nomenclature is a fundamental objective of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 1999), hereafter the Code. The purpose of this note is to ensure continued
nomenclatural stability of Sminthopsis granulipes Troughton, 1932 as the name applied to the White-tailed
Dunnart, a small dasyurid marsupial restricted to south-western Western Australia (McKenzie & Kitchener 2008).
Our aim is to foreclose the possibility of re-instatement of Podabrus albocaudatus Krefft, 1872—a disused,
overlooked or ignored name that we demonstrate, apparently for the first time, to be a senior synonym of
Sminthopsis granulipes. Although the name Sminthopsis granulipes has universally, and uncontroversially been
used for the White-tailed Dunnart since its description in 1932, the need for this note stems from the requirements
of Article 23.9.2 of the Code. It states that, provided certain requirements are met, an author who discovers that a
name is an unused, senior synonym of an established younger name, should cite the two names together and state
explicitly that the younger name is valid, by declaring it a nomen protectum, and thereby prevent future
displacement of the name by use of the senior name, which is declared a nomen oblitum.

Troughton (1932) based his description of Sminthopsis granulipes on a single specimen collected in the 19"
century that he found in the “old collection” of the Australian Museum (AM), Sydney. To our knowledge,
Sminthopsis granulipes Troughton, 1932 has been universally applied to this taxon ever since. Troughton (1941)
reported that two further specimens found in the collection of the Western Australian Museum, Perth, conformed to
his original diagnostic criteria for the species. The White-tailed Dunnart was subsequently known from only ten
specimens (Frith 1973) and was considered to be rare until biological surveys that commenced during the 1970s
resulted in a revised status of common but localized (Kitchener 1983).

During the preparation of a paper on the mammal type specimens in the Australian Museum by the present
authors, we became aware that Troughton’s holotype of granulipes is most probably also the holotype of Podabrus
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