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Abstract

Two new species of Paracoroptes Lavoipierre, 1955 (Acariformes: Psoroptidae: Paracoroptinae) are described: Para-

coroptes miopithecus sp. n. from Miopithecus talapoin (Schreber) and Paracoroptes piliocolobus sp. n. from Piliocolobus 

badius (Kerr) (Primates: Cercopithecidae)—both are from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. A key to all 6 species 

of the genus is provided and host-parasite relationships of its representatives are discussed.
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Introduction

Mites of the subfamily Paracoroptinae (Acariformes: Psoroptidae) are permanent, highly specific skin parasites of 

the African primates of the parvorder Catarrhini (Primates: Catarrhini). Within the the Catarrhini, these mites are 

known from hosts of the families Hominidae and Cercopithecidae (Bochkov 2010, 2011).

The genus Paracoroptes Lavoipierre, 1955 (Psoroptidae: Paracoroptinae) was created by Lavoipierre (1955) 

for a single species, Paracoroptes gordoni Lavoipierre, 1955, from Cercopithecus mona (Schreber) (Primates: 

Cercopithecidae) from Cameroon. Initially, this genus was included in the family Acaroptidae Womersley 

(Lavoipierre 1955). Later on, Fain (1963a) established a new subfamily, Paracoroptinae Fain, 1963a, for this 

species and included the newly established subfamily in the family Psoroptidae. In his revision of the Psoroptidae, 

Fain (1963b) also transferred to the Paracoroptinae the second genus Pangorillalges Fain, 1962, which had been 

originally described in the family Psoralgidae Oudemans (Fain 1962). This genus parasitizes members of the 

Hominidae.

There are just a few works concerning systematics of paracaropine mites (Lavoipierre 1955; Gaud & Till 1957; 

Fain 1962, 1963a, b; Fain & Segerman 1978). Until now, this subfamily included only four and two species 

belonging to the genera Paracoroptes and Pangorillalges, respectively (Bochkov 2010). In the present work, we 

describe two new species of the genus Paracoroptes, provide a key to all six species of the genus and discuss host-

parasite relationships of its representatives.

Material and methods

Type specimens (holotypes and paratypes) were examined for all representatives of the genus housed in the Institut 

Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, Brussels, Belgium (IRSNB) and the Musée Royal de l'Afrique 

Centrale, Tervuren, Belgium (MRAC). Drawings were made with a Diaplan microscope equipped with a camera 
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